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PREFACE. 

it is not without many misgivinga on my part, as w the 
aanner in which this little pamphlet will bo received, that 
i present it to the public, yet the happy reflection that 
/fheie "little is given, but little is recLuired/' teada in a 
jreat measure to alleviate those misgivings and place me 
somewhat at my ease. I am well aware that in thus appear- 
ing before the pubhc, I am throwing myself entirely upon 
its mercy, but I feel sure did it but know of the many hours 
of mental and bodily toil, research and heart sickness^the 
few foregoing p^ea cost me to write, together with the 
great difficulties I have encountered in collecting materials 
and arranging everything in its proper place, it would con- 
clude to take pity upon nte and not , 
" View me witli a critic's eye, 
But pass my imperfections by." 

I have long been impressed with the importance of a 
coiTectly written history of Saginaw County, together with 
a notice of its unbounded resources, its great advantages 
^and facilities for business and trade — in short, a sort of 
book of reference to which all might turn for desirable in- 
formation concerning the County, and I was in hopes that 
some one would take the subject into consideration. It is 
true, much has been written in the public journals about 
" Saginaw," — much to its glorification — much to its shame, 
and a spirit of partiality too often seemed to dictate the 
writer. What we want is a correct and impartial history, 
and I have in weakness attempted to write one. [I well 
know that the attempt was a presumptuous one, and the 
undertaking a hazardous ono, yet with the aid and encour- 
agement of friends, the work was commenced, and after 
many trials and difSculties, is placed before the public for its 
acceptance or refusal. To those friends who have so kindly 
tendered me their assistance, and have cheered me with 
words of hope, and smiles of encouragement, I most sin- 
cerely return my heartfelt acknowledgements. Did they but 
know how much happiness their words of kindness, and 
friendly wishes imparted to my heart, and with what 
renewed life and spirits I returned to my task after receiv- 
ing them, surely they would never withhold them from any 
creature. 
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PHEFAOE. 

Hon a D waiiama, Levi 01i.*,Esil., Hoe. Z. /»". 
Hon iloimm Little, Jame, L. T. ]?o:t, Bsi, and others 
wd^aTefamislied me with r*'™'^^ jSto treS 
my rincere thanks. I have endeavoied tliOTghen.^ to treat 



commnmi^. i s o emulation, or nTalrj if yon 

£ AonM 0* t, bXSh, no means follow that jealonsy 
&;mit;ionld'alBO ei in connection yet we a^^^^^ 
often pained to find this the case. Instead of the enyiona 
and bitter foeUng that in too many mstanoos pervade the 
Ser towns anon the Saginaw river, nothmg In nmty and 
nerfect mod will toward! each other shonld reign, for the 
Fnttestif ™ town is also the interest of the other, and an 

'^SlSSytd-'myt^f-edelay^^ 
Meation of this wori, yet I trnst it maybe none the loss 

present wish be s"— -^ • ' 
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HISTOEI OF SAGIIAW COUNTY. 

I MT SOB BJ C T O'a' Y. 
During the winter of 1819 the firatwiiite settlement north 
of Detroit ivaa commenced at I'ontiac, Oakland County, by 
Orison Allen, Esq. The September following, G-en. Lewis 
Oass concluded a treaty with the Chippewa Indians at Sag- 
inaw, which secured to our GtoTemment an extensive tract 
of territory, the soathem boundary line of which passed 
near Springfield, Oakland County, running north-east to 
Lake Huron, west into Livingston County, then north to 
the head waters of Thunder Bay Kiver, including a portion, 
if not all of Saginaw County. 

In the year 1822, two companies of U. S. troops were sta- 
tioned where Saginaw City now stands, for the purpose of 
protecting the fur trade, and of watching the movements of 
the Indians. We are indebted to the Son. Z. Fitcher, of 
Detroit, for information concerning the troops, &c. He will 
pardon us if we transcribe his communication entire, as it 
comprehends everything pertaining to the arrival and de- 
parture of the troops, that is of any importance. He says : 
"In June, 1822, having been appointed an assistant Sur- 
geon in the army, I received an order to report to Major 
Daniel Baker, of the 3d Eegiment of U. 8, Infantry, then 
at Grreen Bay, who with two companies of that Regiment, I 
was informed, would arrive at Saginaw about the 20th of 
July — the troops to reach their destination by transports 
from Fort Howard, and I, by land from Detroit, binding a 
guide in the person of the late Captain Knaggs, of this city 
(Detroit) who was then agent for the Saginaws, we made 
our way through the woods by an Indian trail from Will- 
iams' mUl * to the wigwam of the old chief f Elish-kaw-ko on 
the east side of the river, where we arrived just in time to 
see the troops pitching their tents on the other side of the 
^vor. The vesaela by which this detachment was trans- 
ported from Green Bay, I believe did not enter the mouth 
of the river, the men composing it, and their supplies, being 
conveyed from the Bay to the site selected for the Post, in 

* This mill was situated wiore now stands tto pleasant little village of Wa- 
terford, in Oaklaad county. 
f See " Saginaw Indians," page 8. 
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g HISTORY OF 

soiivll boats. The officors «l this detachment were Major 
Daniel Balte,, Oapt. John Garland, Lients. Edward Biooto, 
Otis Wheeler and Henry Bainbridge. Oapt. S. H. Webb, 
Lients. Balier and Allen," the last two o( whom died there 
ioined a short time afterwards. John Dean, ( the fanttlcr,) 
Thomas C. Sheldon, Ohaunoey Bnsh, recently of Owosso, 
and Elliot aray, all had bnainess conneotioiis with the com- 
mand of Major Baiter. These persons, with the enlisted 
men and the families of Baker, Garland and Brooks oomti- 
tnted the little military colony which laid the fomdatioli of 
Sairinaw City. Joseph Campaa and family, Antomo Lam- 
paS, Esq., now of Grand Eapids, Archibald Lyons, Indian 
Interpreter, Mr. ProTOnsal, Indian Blacksmith, Mr. Corbon, 
and a Frenoliman whose name I haye forgotten, Indian 
Parmer, made np the Civil commnnity. The road from 



Saginaw to Smith's trading house t on Flint Biver, was cnt 
in the winter of 1822-.3, by a party of soldiers commanded 
byLientenantsEdward Brooks and Bainbridge, the latter ot 
whom served his oonntry honorably from that time mclnd- 
ing the Mexican War, and recently lost hts life m the Gnlt 
rf Mexico, by the burning of a steamer upon which he was 

" CS'er of 1822-3 was very cold. Much snow fell.— 
When spring came on, the rapid solution of it caused a great 
flood in the Tittabawassio and other tributaries ot the Sag- 
inaw, so that most of the prairie between the Post and 
Green Point, was under water. The Buoceeding summer was 
nretty warm The troops became very sickly, as early as 
July, and kto in the fall they abandoned the Tort, md moved 
to Detroit by water, in two schooners one commanded by 
Oapt. Keith, and the other by Capt Walker Before the 
military occupancy of the river, a Mr. Hudson t hai made an 
attempt to evangoK^s '!"= Saginaws, but meeting with no 
success, ho bad left the place before the troops under the 

* Brother and son-in-law of Major Baker, 

t Tin, Itaain. lon„ .tood upon the north .Id. ol Flint K"'. 'J"'» 'Vj^ 
OIIT now .tandT, and in tt. violnity of the Genemo Hon» A poitjon oltno 
Sdh™ aim r^nain. npon 11. bank ot th. river, . short dataic hdow tl| 

■"Imien the l~aty wa, made will the Saginaw Indi-, IJW w«o to hm 
a ilaokmdth and.Mi.ionarv »»l to them. A"?*°5!; „f;;™'5t°S! 
inon, thorn In the latter oapaoily. i«er a while the Indiana hooame daiam 
S wiSae leatrieUon. piohably gaood npon 'l-'y >■": "?» ""tSh 
J ,1.0, thpv wsTitari to " swan" off the Missionary for another niackauum. 
SSviKhiorrHurS ,.n. The Mission ho«. was ..»« npo. 
tho spot now occupied by the residence of Hm. N. Um, East Saginaw. 
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command of Major Baker arrived, leaving behind liim an un- 
finiahed house on the east side of the river, some distance 
below the ferry." 

The Doctor in the above, simply says the troops aban- 
doned the fort, without entering into the particulars. After 
Major Baker lost his son-in-law and brother by death, and 
having encountered innumerable hardships and sufferings, 
he became disheartened and discouraged, and reported to the 
Department that the climate was so unhealthy that "noth- 
ing but Indians, Mnskrats and Bull-frogs, could possibly 
subsist here.'' Nor was it to be wondered at that himself 
and those' under his command, should yield to discourage- 
ment, and like the Egyptians of old, sigh for the flesb-potg 
and dumplings of their own firesides, for here they were, far 
from their homes, in the midst of a howling wilderness, sur- 
rounded by untamed savages, whose nightly whooping and 
infernal pow-wow orgies were far more appalling than even 
- the cries of the wild beasts, and exposed to the rigidity of a 
northern cKmate, together with its vicissitudes. Wo wonder 
then that the order for their removal was hailed with delight. 
The news of their removal spread like wildfire throughout 
the Union, and the western portion of our State having just 
then come into notice, every effort was made at the City of 
Detroit and elsewhere, to turn the tide of emigration from 
the north, to the western portion of the State, which efforts 
were succeesful for many years. Consequently this portion 
of the North for a long time, labored under all the difficul- 
ties and troubles incident to misrepresentation and detrac- 
tion, and thus did one of the most fertile and at the same 
time, one of the healthiest portions of Michigan, lie in a 
state of wildness and neglect, while the barren sands, and 
" scrub oak opening" of the more southern counties, were 
literally swarming with emigration. Villages sprung up, aa 
ty magic throughout the aforesaid counties, thousands of 
acres were taken up.and towns located by greedy speculators 
in some parts of said counties, upon lands wholly uafillable, 
l^d surrounded by marshes and " cat holes." But it is not 
my purpose to dwell upon these things, as they do not par- 
ticularly concern myself or readers. Prior .to the arrival of 
the troops, Sa^aw was occupied as an Indian tradingpost, 
although by no regularly organized company, but by indi- 
viduals who bartered with the Indians for their fura and 
p^lts, giving in exchange, whiskey, blankets, beads, &c. In- 
the fall of 1824, the Ameiiean Fur Company established a 



d by Google 



g HlfiTOF.Y OB' 

introken forest. 

SAGINAW INDIANS. 

^iti tM,t, or tortj BComtolB »iom^^^^ 

and taking advantage of .the •?"?»» ™ °; ',„ j„ if Hs 

would levy contiitatjjm, upon *«/°°;' "^e rnuld tako 

dema»d.,ie,e not readdy ""^^'f „'*' Ws &c., tins 

,hat he wanted l>y fotee, Buoh as »«»^ f gj „„Ual 

mbjeoting ftS,poOL"^««" '» f 'f. Sat Detroit wUok 
tear. Upfln-one ocea»on,,aftet to amM >it u 

happeneL«wday.beto payment, to mm «^S^ 

Irangry, he applied to .ome of '^" ,|E7„™thing to eat, 
«fo?' .aict,he„'>nless my .young mefg« »°mmnmg j^' 
it ,rill.h. impo^iile. for me *o -estrnm them ^"^^U, 
the settlers along the rent. Sir "«"« upon the 
"if,youryoting.m:eu:oomm,t ™y /»P'th them '" Not- 
settler.,liill.send™youngmcntog™^^^ 

mthstanding this intimation, ^'rF™™™? "' ji:4,t.i<,»-fo 
committed upon the -..ettler, with ■"PSnglTTn keeping 
at length oame to his end m»mM^ner »'"''^6ly ■>> '^^^ 
with hie wicked and cowardly career. Uno uay » 
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SAUINAW COUNTY. 9 

i at a place, a little above Detroit, known as Chaiue 
farm, he got into a drunken row and killed an Indian. He 
was arrested by the proper authorities and imprisoned in the 
old Detroit jail, where he remained several months. Feel- 
ing assured from his past conduct that he need expect no 
'mercy or lenity, from the hands of those he had so often 
outraged, and that hie death was certain, he anticipated the 
law by taking poison, supposed to have been provided him 
by his squaws. His successor was 0-ge-maia-geg-e-too, 
which signifies the Chief Speaker. This Indian was in 
every respect antipodal to Kisk-Jcaw-'ko, being a high minded 
and an honorable man — a great favorite with the whites and 
an eloquent speaker, but at times very much given to dia- 
sipation. He was not the head Chief by birth, but merely 
by promotion or appointment, on account of the loftiness of 
his style, the beauty of his expression, and his powerful and 
commanding eloquence, which always carried convictioa 
with it. The spot upon which Saginaw City now stands, 
was called by the Indians Ke-pay-sho-wink, meaning the 
great camping ground. 

Here it was that the natives all rendezvoused in the spriM^ 
after finishing their sugar making and winter hunting. It 
was their custom to come in and settle up with the traders, 
and have a general, grand jubilee for two or three weeks, by 
employing themselves in their peculiar feats, war dancea, 
&c., and in liquidating old grudges, disputes, and other dif- 
ficulties. If an injury had been done one party by another, 
it was here settled at this time, either with property, such 
as horses, blankets, &c., or by the price of life. If the in- 
jury had been one of an exceedingly aggravated nature, a 
life was demanded, and stoically and unflinchingly yielded 
up by the doomed party. The Chief proper was Mia-co-her- 
na-sa, signifying the Bed Bird. He was a quiet, unassum- 
ing man, and possessed no desire whatever for fame — no as- 
pirations after greatness. Only give him )i\^ pawioahgwn. * 
and sama/if pouch well filled, and place by his side a dish 
of scootawahboo, \ and he cared but little about a^irs of 
Indian state. He had however, been considerable of a war- 
rior in his day, but the fire of youth had passed away, and 
with it all the enei^ies of a youthful spirit. It is a melan- 
choly and lamentable fact, that as the country becomes set- 
tled by the whites, the native energy and spirit of the red 

* Pips, , f Tobacfio. If Whiskey. 
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man grows less and droops, for he 'beholds the broad do- 
mains which his fathers possessed, in the hands of the pale 
face, he sees the graves of the chosen of his race desecrated 
by strangers, and the cherished hunting grounds which were 
Ms own, melthig away before the sun of civilization. As so- 
ciety advances, the red man recedes, and degenerates, al- 
though efforts have been, and are being made to civilize and 
enhghten him. During the summer of 1838, the small- 
pox broke out among the Saginaw Indians, mabmg fearful, 
havoc among them, and taking about half, if not two-thirda 
of their number to the hunting grounds of the Great Spirit, 
■which in their belief, are great white plains abounding in all 
manner of game, and beautiful streams filled with fish, all 
of which may be obtained without any exertion. This is 
unquestionably the reason why the Indian manifests so much 
indifference and stoicism in view of death. The whole num- 
ber of Indians in the county at present, cannot exceed one 
thousand souls, and they are fast leaving for the north, to 
take possession of the land which &overnment has given 
them. Many of their villages are already deserted, and it 
■wih not be long ere they will all have passed from us. There 
are however, a few who are engaged in agricultural pursuits 
in the vicinity of the Bay, who will probably remain, at least 
for the present. In another poi-tion of this work will be 
found several Indian legends and traditionary accounts of 
the Saginaw Indians. 



LOCATION OF THE COUNTY, &o. 

_,^ ■ County is bounded on the north by Midland 

county and Saginaw Bay, on the east by Tuscola, Lapeer 
and Genesee counties, on the south by Uenesee and_ Shia- 
wassee counties, and on the west by Gratiot and Midland 
counties. Its county seat is Saginaw City. This county 
was organized in the year 1835, and at present contams but 
eighteen regularly organized townships, namely : 

Birch Run, Frankenmuth, St. Charles, 

Bloomlield, Hampton, Taymouth, 

Brady, Kochville, Thomastown, 

Bridgeport, Maple Grove, Williams, 

Buena Vista, Saginaw City, Zilwaukie, 

Chessening, Saginaw, 
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SAGINAW COUNTY. 11 

Before anotlier year there will probably be a large acces- 
sion to the number. This county contains about 650,000 
square acres, a portion of which are swamp lands. By ref- 
erence to the map of Michigan, the reader will observe that 
this county occupies nearly a central position in the State, 
and is not, as many have idly imagined, an extreme north- 
ern county, and almost beyond the reach of civilization. — 
Indeed, but a few years ago, this portion of the State was 
considered -almost unapproachable, and even after getting 
here, not fit to locate upon. But this opinion has been re- 
pudiated, ae a penisal of the foregoing pages will show. 



FACE OF THE OOUNTEY. 

The face of the country is generally level, though in some 
parts it is considerably undulating. There is, aside from 
several small " Hog-hacks," or elongated kuolls, a beautiful 
natural ridge road several rods in width, and extending 
nearly through the entire county. This ridge ia covered 
with a splendid growth of Beech and Maple, or at least 
originally was, and affords most delightful sites for resi- 
dences, &c. tJpon either eido of this ridge, the country is 
most lovely, and the lands finely adapted to farming pur- 
poses. The soil Is of a dark, sandy loam, generally varying 
from fourteen inches to two feet in depth, of an exceedingly 
rich alluvial formation, covering a sub-stratum of blue and 
yellow clay, and almost entirely free from stones. In the 
northern, and some other portions of the county, are found 
some swamp lands and wet prairie. Many of these swamp 
lands can by drainage, be rendered tillable, and susceptible 
of a high state of cultivation, amply remunerating the set- 
tler for aU his trouble. A goodly portion of the lands en- 
tered as swamp lands, are far from being swampy however, 
in the common acceptation of the term. 

In the vicinity of the Bay, and along some of our rivers, 
are some wet -prairie lands, which furnish the settlers with 
thousands of tons of very good hay, annually. 
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SiOiSiW ElYli!..-Tliis liTev divides the county Bearly 
„,t Sd west, and is one ot the largest and most beantrfn 
streams in the State. It is fonned by the nmon of the Cass ■ 
S5i°'?L ' ", 1ft. mint and Shiawassee from the Sonth, 



from tile east, — ^the Flint and S±i.i^.."^"-- ----- — - 

aTtheTittaWasseo from the north-west It pursnes , 
north-easterly course, and empties into the head of Saginaw 
Bay T Taries in depth from fifteen to twenty feet, and its 
SiraKe width is ahont forty rods. Its waters are hnght and 
sSltr.nd are not, as many suppose wlio never saw 
lem dfid and sluggish. The length of the iiver, taken 
|„m its mouth to itS confiuenee with the above named trfi- 
utoiesis about 25 miles, although the mer proper, fol- 
°™ed the length of it, to its source, would eieeed one hun- 
dred miles A few miles below Saginaw Oity one or two 
Zd C have until quite recently very much obstructed 
Zn.rgaSn of the V especially dnnng some rf^^^^ 
dryest selsons; hut through the united efforts of the inhab 
itonts of the valley, these obstructions have been nearly re- 
mold or a? least to snob a degree as to enable vessels and 
Seamers to pas. over in safety with their freight. No far- 
ther trouble is anticipated from these bars, as an eicoUont 
DredSng Machine is owned upon the nver, and always ready 
to pSm service. The banks of the Sagmaw m some 
Saces arTnuitt bold, while in others they are ow and 
LarSy There are in many places diverging from the nver 
SSeToves or bayous, which in some instances extend miles 
S the oount,y,'^and'are often deeper than the nver itself 
S these bayous are generally bordered with a plentiful 
growth of Jl rice, the%re co'nsequently a great resort for 
Si kinds of aiuatie fowls, especially ducks, 't'* f "™^ 
the fall of the year, when the noe is npe, come hither m 
"douds" to fatten u^on it, thus aitordmg rare sport for the 
sporting gentry. 

TiTTABAWiSSEE ' BivsB.-TMs is a boautiful stream ris- 
ing in the northern portion of the Stsite, pursuing a sontli- 
easterly course and emptying into the Sagmaw nver. Its 

~^hc proper prononol.aon of IM., H I.-lH«-»inl>, .igmlllW " '!» 
Indian dialect, parallel with tlie lake sliore. 
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depth is from four to eight feet, and its width near its mouth 
ia about ten rods. 

This river is navigable for small steamboats, about thirty 
miles from its mouth, and passes through some of the best 
farming lands in the State. The banks of this river in many 
places rise from five to fifteen feet above the level of the 
river, upon which are finely cultivated farms, well stocked. 
Already the country along this river begins to assume an 
aspect really Eastern, and it is certainly cheering to behold 
the improvements that are annually being made ia the sec- 
tion of country through which this river pasecs. 

Cass * Biter. — This river rises in Sanilac county, and 
pursues a south-westerly direction, emptying into the'Sagi- 
naw about three miles above Saginaw City. The banks of 
this river are generally bold, although in some places during 
high stages of the water they are overflown. Many fine bot- 
toms are found in the vicinity of this river, as well as the 
other rivers in the county, which afford the most productive 
farms imaginable, being composed mostly of alluvial forma- 
tion. This river passes through some of the most chai-m- 
ing and beautiful country in the Union, and affords an out- 
let for millons of feet of pine lumber every year, the forests 
of which sMrt it for many miles. Many finely cultivated 
farms are also found upon the banks of this stream, and a 
number of young and prosperous villages, 

Flint t Eivee. — This river takes its rise in the south- 
eastern comer of Lapeer county, pursues first a north-west- 
erly, then a south-westerly course through part of the county 
after which it changes to a north-westerly course and empties 
into the Saginaw river about 30 miles from its mouth. — 
Pine is found in abundance upon the banks of this stream, 
of an excellent quality, as well as most every other variety 
of timber. This river passes through some rich and splendid 
intervals, and is boatable at certain stages of. the water 
many miles from its mouth. There are a great many fine, 
and well cultivated farms upon the banks of this stream. — 
The banks in many places being bold and commanding, 
renders the situation of farms and dwellings delightful in 
the extreme. Many rich bottom lands are also found along 

* The original Indian namo of tliia rirer was Onottoway-se-be-wing, mean- 
ing tiie Ottoway river, as tlie Ottoways or Onottoways, resided upon its banks, 
long years ago. 

■f This river still ret^us its original name, which in Klie iodiaa dialect i^ 
Pe-Tva-ne-ffa-in/c-se-ie, which means Flint river. 
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this river. _ Tho river ako aifords a number of excellent mill 
sites, and is already laeing applied to a variety of manufac- 
turing purpoaea. 

Shiawassee » ErvEE.—This ia alarge tributary of the 
Saginawj and a rapid and beautiful stream. It rises in the 
interior of Livingaton and Oakland counties, and pursues a 
meandering, north-westerly course through the county of 
Shiawassee and joins the Flint to heljf form the Saginaw, a 
few miles above Saginaw City. Its banks near its mouth' 
are low, and it is navigable for small steamboats about 20 
miles. The lands along this stream are esceedingiy rich 
and in many places alluvial. Upon this stream and its 
tributaries, are found many excellent mill privileges and 
water powers. Almost every variety of timber abound 
along this river. 

Kaw-kaw-lin :J: EiVEB. — This is a small streain rising" iu 
Arenac and Midland counties, pursuing a south-easterly 
course through Midland and Saginaw counties, then north- 
east into Midland, thence east, and empties into the 
south-western extremity of Saginaw Bay, near the mouth 
of Saginaw river. The bants of this river are low in many 
places, although the soil is very rich and productive, and 
Busceptible of a high state of culture. This river affords 
fine mill privileges. About two miles from its mouth was, 
until quite recently, an Indian village and mission, but the 
Indians have mostly left for the north, to tak6 possession of 
the lands donated them by Q-ovemment, Tme river fur- 
nishes an outlet for immense (Quantities of pine lumber, 
which is manufactured upon ita banks, 

MiCHESEBEE KiVEB. — This river is a small one, and ori- 
ginated in the western part of Saginaw County. It pursues 
a south-east course, and empties into the Saginaw river 
about two miles above the mouth of the Flint river. Its 
length is about 30 miles. Upon the bottoms of this stream 
are found some rich lands mostly unimproved however at 



MisETEGAYOCK EivEB. — This stream rises in the southern 
part of Cenesee and Shiawassee counties, pursues a north- 
erly course and empties into th,e Flint river five mUes from 
its mouth. It is about 45 miles in length, and runs nearly 

* I ttoinfe the signification of " Shiawassee," is beantifnl or delightful. 
^ The correct Indiac name fox tiiis river ie O-gah-ha/VMimg sjgnifybg lie 
place for pickerel, 0-gah pickerel, hmi-ning place. 
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midway between the Shiawassee and Flint rivere. There 
are in the yiciiiity of this river, Tome splendid fanning lands 
and fine timbeT. Those w^ing to purchase and settle, 
would do well to visit tliia portion of the coimty. 

Bad Eiveb. — This stream riseajin the sotithem limits of 
Saginaw county, pursues a northern course and empties 
into Jhe Hare river one of the tributaries of the Saginaw. 
The lands bordering on this stream are generally low, 
though exceedingly rich, and tolerably ft*ll timbered. 

Hare Eiveb, to which B^d river ia tributary, rises in the 
south-west part of Saginaw County and empties into the 
Shiawassee river 12 miles above Saginaw City. It passes 
throug^h occasional groves of good timber, and the soil 
along its banks, is rich and durable. 

In addition to the above rivers are scvoral smaller streams, 
which though in reality are nothing "ut creeks, yet ara fre- 
quently dignified with the name of river. Among these are 
the JlfagMa-Tio-Se-see,® OIie-boy-gim,1[ Zaw-wis~kaw-ning,X 
and Sqmf-haw-mngW The first rises in Tn^cola county and 
empties into the south-east extremity of Saginaw Bay. The 
second rises in Tuscola county, flows norSi-westerly, and 
empties into the Saginaw river about 8 miles from its mouth. 
The third rises towards the northern part of Saginaw county, 
emptying into the Saginaw river about 7 miles from its 
mouth. The fourth rises in the north-western part of Sagi- 
naw county, flowing nearly east and einpties into the Sagi- 
naw river a short distance below Zaw-wis-haw-mag. The 
most of these streams are skirted with prairie, though timber 
is found in some places. along their banbgfand tiie soil is 
highly productive and durable. 



TIM BEE. 

This County furnishes an excellent and valuable variety 
of timber, including Oak, Beach, hard and soft Maple, 
Hickorj', Black Walnut, Butternut, Cherry, Basswood, Ash, 
Elm, Hemlock and Pine. The Oak found here, is excelled 

* I Uiink tlie meaning of Maquorna-Ja^see ia Seax Creek. 

1 1 am not al>le to intorm the reader fte siguificatiow of tiis word 

± Place for Baas. 

II Last place, so called because near its mouth ia an Island supposed to have 
been ao place where tiio last, or decisive battle was foaght betweeathe Sacs 
and ChippewDs. 
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by none in the Union, in^oint of flexibility, ■.■..^^^^.^^^, 
elasticity and durability, wffich properties readers it invalu- 
able for Ship and Steamboa* building. K has been pro- 
nounced to be ecLTial, by competent judges, to the old 
English ship oak, and^jfljienor to me?t'of the oah found 
elsewhere in the United States. It has been thoroughly 
testedtby ouv ship builders, here, who stand ready to>xouch 
for the truth of my statement. TSis oak is found in great 
abundance tlirbugfep.ut the entire, county. TlSre are how- 
ever, several kinds of oak here,^Yiz : white, or upland, black, 
red, yellow, swamp, and so^e scrub oak, though not in 
abundance. The white and swamp oak are t3ie kinds mostly 
used for ship building and staves. Of late years the manu- 
facture of Staves has been entered into with happy success, 
and the trade bids faitof rivaHng that of the pme lumber. 
IttV-Confldently affirdf d by tho3.e; well informed upon the 
subject, that there is in the county and vicinity, sufficient 
ftSve oak to furnish"an extensive trade for at least thirty 
y^ars to come, and perhaps even a greater length of time. 
In anothfti plaiS will he found an article upon the Stave 
trade lAiich may he of interest to some of our readers.— 
The .Basswood is also found to be of great utihty in ship 
building, and many other kinds of business wheres,flexible 
lumber fs req^uircd. The pine, aside from the lumber^ it 
yields, furnishes most superb spars for vessels. 

The hard, or sugar Maple is a beautiful tree, and the 
pride and^glory of an American forest. It is not aloneits 
beauty and aiaaniflcence that renders it an object of pride, 
but the happycombination of the useful and ornamental 
which it- possesses. While this tree is eagerly sought after 
for its shade, timber, lumber, and the superior fire-wood it 
makes, it is highly valuable on account of the immense 
quantity of escellent sugar which is annually manufactured 
from the rich saccharine sap that flows from it during the 
spring months. The usual sugar months are March and 
April, although sugar has been made in the months of Jan- 
uary and February. The pr^,ent winter, 1857-8, it has been 
manufactured m limited quantities during December, Jan- 
•uary and February, in this county. The soil upon which 
the Maple is found, is generally considered of a superior 
quality. The Black Walnut, Butternut and Cherry, are 
valuable on account of the excellent lumber they furnish for 
cabinet ware, &c. 
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The Butternut is generally found upon the rich bottom 
lands that skirt the rivers, while the Black Waluut and 
Cherry grow more abundantly upon the lands farther back, 
or uplands. Oak Openinss are found near the Cass river, 
and also in the -vicinity of Saginaw river and Bay. These 
openings are covered with a small growth of Oak, white and 
black, jind are beautiful to look upon ; but the^eoil is li^ht 
and porous, and generally covering a sub-stratum of quick- 
sand. Some portions, however, of these openings produce 
bountifully, and are finely adapted to agricultural purposes, 
though by no meana possessing the strength that .the tim- 
bered land does. 



WILD FEUITH AND BERRIES. 

WSd, or native fruit, s^ch as plums, cherries, thorn ap- 
ples, crab apples, gfapes, &c., grow in great abundance upon 
the bottom lands a«d along the margin of the rivers, while 
all manner of shrub fruits and berries are found in the great- 
est profusion here, including currants, gooseberries of sev- 
eral varieties, high and low whortleberries, billberries, may- 
berries, blueberries, high and low blackbernes, red and white 
raspberries, strawberries and cranberries. The cranberry, 
which fills some of the marshes and wet prairie, to the ex- 
clusion of everything else, i^n iipportant article of export. 
Hundreds of bushels of this most luxurious berry are shipped 
annually from the port of Saginaw. For one or two years 
;past, the amount of berries exported has fallen far short of 
the usual quantity in consequence of the "marshes being 
'burned, or fiooded out. Dunng the fall of 1856, hundreds 
of acres of cranberry marsh) as well as i^j^nd and lowland 
forests, were litdflUly consumed and destroyed by fire. These 
marshes, or at l|ftst many of them which escaped the gen-' 
eral fire, were, during the fall of 1857 so completely sub- 
merged with water as to render it impossible to gather the 
cranberries growing upon them. Consequntly the demand 
increased, and with it of course, the price. The high bush 
cranberry which is an inferior berry, and which is not 
brought into market, is found in considerable quantities in 
most of the swamps and jparshes. The grapes and wild 
plums, are, many of them, of an excellent quality, and 
might by domesticating^e rendered equal to the imported 
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fruit. The soil ia in general well adapted to the rearing 
and cultivation of all kinds of fruit, and judging from the 
thriving manner in which the wild fruits grow, and of the 
great yield of domestic fruits in some of the older and more 
setUed portions of the State, posessing a similar soil to our 
oi^n, there can be no doubt that at no future day this 
County wilVbe noted as a great fruit growing County, Al- 
ready do those portions of the Coimty that have been settled 
the longest, begin to show signs of this. Some of the fai-ma 
upon the banks of the Tittabawassee, possess fine thriving 
orcharda, while in Saginaw City may be seen several small, 
yet exceedingly productive ones. We would call the atten- 
tion of the settler to the practicability of raising fruit here, 
and earnestly suggest for UJe consideration, the importance 
of planting young orchards, and cultivating shi'ul) and vine 
fruits, for by so doing, not only the wealth, but the conveni- 
ence and comfort of the County will be materially advan- 
ced, as well as his own happiness: *■ ■ 

Strawberries^ which are peculiarly indigenous to the soil, 
might be cultivated with the most ha|)py result. When 
properly attended to, this vine yields in an abundance that 
IB truly astonishing, and amply repays for all tte attention 
and care which its delicate nature requires. This luscious 
berry might be made an article of export with us. Let 
some horticulturist turn hie attention to this fact. 



VEGETABLES. 

The peculiar Adaptation of the soil here, particularly in 
the vicinity of the rivers, and upon the bottom lands, to 
the production ofitall kinds of field and Mrden vegetables, 
has been generally acknowledged. Potat^, turnips, beets, 
carrots, parsnips, &c., prove by their excessive yield, the 
extreme fecundity of the soil, whUe all manner of garden 
vines, such as pumpkin.,* squash, water-melon and miisk- 
melon produce to an astonishing degree. 

The pumpkin here often grow to such an extent and size 
that were we simply to make mention of but one raised 
here which girted the modest number of nine feet, we 

*, So rapid is the g rowtli of the pumpkin, and other vines in our locality, 
that a viag saggested the propriety of employing them to cany the mail, 
a hint which some of our mail agents mould do well to observe. 
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should be set down at once, as infringing upon the truth. — 
Peas, beans, tomatoes, cabbage, lettuce, &c., grow in our 
gardens to great perfection and flavor. The potatoe attains 
to a superior excellence with us, and one acre has been 
known to yield upwards of 300 bushels. "Wild onions, 
leeks, &c., grow abundantly in our forests, and upon the 
margin of the rivers. 



DRAINS. 

"Wheat, barley, oats, rye, corn and buckwheat, are raised 
here, though of course not to that extent with which they 
are in the older and more settled Counties. Judging from 
the nature of the soil, and the general yield of the wheat 
and other grains, thus far, we feel no hesitancy in saying 
that this County must one day be noted as a great grain 
growing County, The oats raised in the vicinity of the 
rivers, as well as the com, may, in point of c[uantity or 
quality, challenge any other County in the State. Rye, 
barley, hemp and flax are as yet but little known here, 
particularly the last two, although we see no good reason 
why they may not all be cultivated with happy Buccess. — 
As a stock raising County, Saginaw cannot, with the facili- 
ties it poaesses, be exceeded. Many kinds of excellent grass 
grow wild in the greatest profusion, and where the domes- 
tic and foreign, have been introduced they have succeeded 
to admiration. As before stated, thousands of tons of very 
good hay are annually cut upon the ptaries and wild 
meadowy, found in various portions of the County, 



MINERALS.* 

Many indications of the existence of various kinds of 
minerals in Saginaw County and vicinity, have recently 
been discovered. Along the banks of the Tittabawassee 
and' Flint rivers, eseellont specimens of bitumino^is coal 
have been found, which leada to the belief that rich beds 
must exist not far below th? surface, while upon the Shia- 
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wasuee river, in the vicinity of Coranna, in Shiawassee 
County, some very prolific beds are now being worked. 

TMs river, it will be remembered, or abput 25 miles of 
it, flows into Saginaw County. We venture to predict that 
in less than five years from the present time, coal beds will 
be woiked in thia County with good sueceBS, and with 
profit. In the north-west portion of the County, in the 
vicinity of Saginaw Bay, gypsum, or plaster of Paris, has 
been found in considerable cLuantities, and also grey colored 
limestone, which makes not only excellent lime, but like- 
wise good building stone. Boulders, sometimes called 
"lost rocks," are found near the Bay shore, and in some of 
our rivers, though not to any extent. A very good species 
of glass sand exists in the neighborhood of the Bay, which 
might be turned- to good account. 



SALINES. 

. Our former State geologist, the much lamented Doctor 
Houghton, asserted that a goodly portion of Saginaw 
County rested on a bed of salt, and that by sinking shafts 
to a sufficient depth, anywhere along the Saginaw and its 
tributaries, strong brine in any quantities would be the re- 
sult. " Salt licks" exist in various portions of the County, 
and many saline springs, although at present none are being 
worked. Attempts, however, have been made to improve 
some of these springs, but owing either to_ inefficiency of 
means, or want of skill in conducting operations, they have 
been abandoned. 

In town 13, north, range 10 east, in the vicinity of Cass 
river, several salt marshes are founi, varying in area from 
one to thirty acres. These marshes, or "licks," are covered 
with a short grass, and are a great resort for elk, deer, &c. 
During the dryest seasons, by scraping away but a few 
inches of earth* in these marshes, a clear, strong brine will 
make its appearance, to mock the thirst and tantalize the 
poor hunter in search of drink. 

All the tributaries of the Saginaw furnish, upon their 
bordere, the most numerous indications of the existence of 
ealt, and from the limited examinations that have been 
made from time to time, of the various localities, happy 
results have been anticipated. About the year 1838 at- 
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tempts were made to work two or three sprmgs situated 
upon the Tittabawassee, but the attempts proved failures 
in consequence of the great disadvantages under which the 
operators labored. These works were owned by the State. 
The average temperature of these springs was 48° I'ahren- 
heit, and the anaiiaation of their waters has resnlted as 
follows, showing the constituents of 100 grains of the solid 
contents : 

Muriate of Soda, ------- 83,94. 

Muriate of Limo, - ^ - _ - . - 4,85. 

Muriate of Magnesia, -----. 6,48. 

Sulphate of Lime, ------- 3,93. 

Carbonate of Lime, ------- ,80. 

Total, 100,00. 

The water from which the above analysis was made, was 
taken, it will be remembered, from springs, and not the re- 
sult of boring. Judging from this, there can be no doubt 
of the great advantages that must accrue from sinking 
shafts. 

These saline resources are, without doubt, destined to 
become, at no distant day, sources of unbounded wealth to 
the Gounty, "We see no just reasons why salt works could 
not be established among ue even now, for with the usual 
energy and perseverance that characterizes the inhabitants 
of Saginaw County, when enlisted in any enterprise, moat 
happy results mitst inevitably accrue from their taking hold 
of an enterprise of this nature. We learn, by the way, 
that a company is about forming for the purpose of boring 
for salt in the vicinity of Green Point, and near the conflu- 
ence of the Tittabawassee and Cass rivers with the Sagi- 
naw. We bespeak for it success. 

A few years since, a well was dug in the township of 
Birch Kun, for the purpose of supplying a steam saw-mill 
with water. After digging forty feet, water began to rush 
in with such rapidity as to prevent the workmen from pro- 
ceeding with their work, and it was with some difficulty 
that they succeeded in getting their implements out of the 
well. When the water was first discovered, it was about 
six o'clock, P. M. The next morning at three o'clock there 
was thirty-six feet of water in the well — in fact it had risen 
until it came to a sub-strata of quicksand, a few feet below 
the surface, through which it percolated, and coming out a 
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short distance below formed itself into a running stream — 
This water, -which was clear aa crystal, and very cold 
prbved to lie highly impregnated with saline properties ' 



FUR TBADK. 

Many years have elapsed since the first fur trading house 
was tuilt upon the banks of the Saginaw, and many of 
those first engaged m the trade here have long since passed 
away and been foigotten. The exact date of the commence- 
ment of the fur trade in the County is not known, although 
it 18 certain that it was carried on here by trappers and 
trndep long before, thoughts of settling this portion of 
Michigan was indulged in. Those regions bordering upon 
the lakes and bays, were formerly considered valuable only 
m, proportion to the amount of furs and pelts they pro- 
duced, for the fur trade was then regarded as the only 
source of wealth afforded by those uncultivated wilds - 
tJierefore the possession of it was the principal " bono of 
contention" between the I-rench, English and Yankee tra- 
ders. There was, howeyer, no necessity for indulging in 
jealousies on -that score, for the almost impenetrable forests 
that extended from Jake. to. lake, and covering an area of 
thousands of miles in extent, were fiUed with aU manner 
of Ataencan wdd beasts, while along. the liveiB, creeks and 
bayous were found myriads of small gan*, such as ottev 
martm, fisher,. mink, nluskrat, foses, &c.. La:^ colonies of 
beavere flourished and sent fourth their busy thousands to 
build dams and villus, and extend their dominion whero' 
the white maa's fodt had never^ m yet, left its impress. 

By degrees, the domain of these native fur-eigners began 
to be invaded by the trapper and hunter, and trading houses 
were erected amid the " eternal shades " of the forest. Then 
it was that the poor Indian first became acquainted with 
the accursed /re-wraiej-, which was exchanged with' him for 
turs, the real value of which he was unacquainted with. A 
few quarts of adulterated whiskey or rum, would buy several 
dollars worth of furs, while everything he possessed would 
b6_ bartered «ff for the "villainous mixtiire." So strong an 
influence did the trader (in manv localities) exert over the 
untutored child of the forest, that all attempts to evangel- 
rae-'hiifl, by iJie.migsionary, proved abortive, for manyyears. 
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During the year 1824, the attention of the American Fur 
Company -was directed to that portion of country bordering 
Saginaw Bay, and the- teiTitoiy lying beyond. Selecting 
the spot upon which Saginaw City now stands, it estab- 
lished a trading post there, and commenced operations upon 
somewhat of an extensive scale. Thousands of dollars 
■worth of the richest fure were annually obtained here and 
sent to marhet, from which were realized gi'eat profits and 
immediate returns. 

The interest of the Company here was, after a few years, 
purchased by the Hon. G. D. WiHiams, who continued to 
trade with the Indians several years, and who still resides at 
Saginaw City. From' the above, mentioned period to the 
present, the fur trade of the county has been an exceedingly 
lucrative one. Although no regularly organized fur com- 
pany exists in the county at the present day, yet the traffic 
isengaged in by individuals to c^uite an extent. This trade 
will undoubtedly be maintained in, the vicinity of Saginaw 
for many years to come, owing to the fact of the country 
north and west of it being a wild, dense forest, stretching 
from lake to lake, and covering nearly the entire northern 
portion of the peninsula. Oonsecfuently, many years must 
necessarily elapse before a scarcity of game occurs in those 
parts, and as Saginaw is a point which will long furnish -a 
market for the surrounding country, of course the trade 
must center, here. The furs and pelts furnished at the vari^ 
ous points along the Saginaw river, amount in value to up- 
wards of $30,000 annually. It is almost or quite impossi- 
ble to arrive at a correct estimate, of the actual valuation of 
the trade belonging to the county, for perhaps thousands of 
dollars worth of the furs that are yearly taken by the trap- 
pers and hunters, are sold to transient traders and those not 
connected with the business interests of the county, farther 
than to enrich themselves from its resources. The above 
figures weobtain from some of our business men upon the 
Saginaw river. 



FISH TRADE. ' 

For many years, this trade has occupied a prominency in 
the business of the Lakes and Bays that hem in our beau- 
tiful Peninsula, and in point of extent and profit it is ex- 
celled hut by few other branches of trade. Fish have fromi 
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ihe earliest ages of the world, teen used by man as au 
article of diet, in every portion of the Globe of wMch wc 
have any knowledge, and they will probably continue to be 
used while the ocean rolls, the lakes exist, and the rivers 
flow to produce them. It would be a difficult thing for us 
to establish the exact point when this trade was first entered 
into upon our upper lakes, yet we know that for many years 
it has been engaged in with great success, proving a source 
i f not wealth to those connected with it. Nor is 

t al n tl Lakes and Bays that have accLuired a' notoriety 
f fi h f most of our rivers afford excellent varieties and 
n n xbau tible q^uantities. During the spring and fall 
n nth myriads of fish known as wall-eyed * pihe come into 
n tl -n rivers to deposit their spawn, and hundreds of 
barrels are annually taken by fishermen during these seasons. 
This pike is one of the most delicious river fish to be found, 
and in many respects may almost be considered as a rival to 
the white fish, particularly when it is in its prime. Although 
'many other kinds ot fibh ate obtamed m our rivers, this is 
the only one they pioduce that is packed for market. There 
are numerous flsherips upon the &a^inaw river, for the pur- 
pose of taking this kmd of fish, and one fishery alone has 
been known to take as many as ten hundred barrels during 
the fishing season. 

Below we give the names of Ihe prmcipal kinds of fish 
caught in our Lakes, Bays and Eneib, together with their 
respective weight. 

Stui^eon from 70 to 120 pounds. 

Trout " "" " ""^ " 

Musbelunjeh " 

Pickerel " 

iy[ullet 

White fish " 

Perch 

Roach , 

Black Bass " 

Bill fish 

Cat fish " 



1 ' 
1 ' 
10 ' 
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* Althongh this Fisli is known aa wall-eyed pike, its trno name is pji^erel. 
There ia a kind of fiah however, that ftequenfa our nvera and smaller streams, 
whioh with BOme, bears the euphonious name of " snake eater," but is g^er- 
ally called pickerel. In contra, distinctioo, the fonner is called sand or inall- 
™ei, pickerel, and the latter, grass pickerel. In appearance, as well as in 
&VOT, tiiese two flah differ materially. 
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The Sturgeon ia both a lake and river fish, and when 
properly served up, forms an excellent dish. Like the wall- 
eyed pickerel, the sturgeon comes into our rivers to deposit 
its spawn. During the early ages of the county, the flesh 
of this fish was called " Saginaw heef," The Trout is a 
lake flsh, and is seldom, if ever found in our rivers. The 
White fish is indeed the prince of fresh water fish, and the 
principal fish of export, although great tLuantities of pickerel 
and trout are exported and some, sturgeon. The lake and 
river fish, exported from the various points on Saginaw river 
amount in value to about forty thousand dollars a year. — 
The fish trade of the county probably exceeds that, owing 
to home consumption and the country trade, which is not 
inconsiderable, being added to the exports. 



, ; PmE LUMEEEING BUSINESS. 

The Saginaw pine lumber trade occupies a pre-eminency 
in the business of the County, and may with propriety be 
considered the basis or foundation of every other branch of 
trade with ua. "Within four or five years past, this business 
has increased to an astonishing extent, and in point of im- . 
portance and magnitude has far exceeded the most sanguine 
hopes of those who first engaged in it. Although millions 
of feet of pine logs are annually converted into lumber and 
sent to market from the various mills in the county, yet in- 
stead of a diminution, there seems to be a continual and 
steady iacreaso of pine in our rivers, and mills to manufac- 
ture it into lumber. The dark forests of pine that skirt the 
Ta,rious tributaries of the Saginaw, or wave in primeval 
beauty upon the intervales between, have, as yet scarcely 
felt the invasion of the lumbermen, and many years must 
necessarily elapse before some of t^ese pineries are invaded 
at all by them, for thousands of acres of pine lands which 
the woodman's axe has never yet disturbed, lie far beyond 
us, and only wait the motion of the lumberman to be 
brought into notice. Everyyear, however, the'lumberman 
is exten<iing his operations and penetrating farther. and 
farther into the deep recesses of the forest. A lumberman's 
camp presents an animated picture, fuU of busy life and 
stirring, restless activity. Every man has his part assigned 
him, and in a well regulated camp, everything moves aloi^ 
4 
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like " clock work." During the day, work, woik, is tlie order 
of exercise, but when evening comes, the axe and the saw 
are laid aside, the teams taken care of, and the men gather 
around the camp fires, where with jokes, songs and jovial 
mirth, the evening c[uickly and pleasantly passes away, 
while the mueic of the night winds as they s%h through 
the dark pine tops above them, lull them to sweet, delicious 
repoge, made doubly so by the honest labors of the day. 

A lumberman's life, though one of toil and often priva- 
tion, is also a jolly one, and interspersed with many happy 
moments. Whether engaged in falhng the tree — sawing it 
into logs — rafting or manufacturing it into lumber, he is 
always the same jovial, mirth loving being. "Winter is gen- 
erally the season for cutting and hauling the logs to the 
banks of the rivers — near which the camps are usually 
located — where they are " tallied" and branded with their 
respective owner's marks. 

During the spring freshets they are rolled into the streams 
promiscuously, and after obstracting the streams with 
"booms" to prevent their escape, they are formed into rafts 
and floated down to the various miUs upon the river, where 
they are converted into lumber for market, &c. 

Below we give a list of the Mills upon the Saginaw river 
and tributaries in the County, kindly furnished us by John 
S. Eslabrooh Esq., together with the quantity of lumber 
miinnfactured by each one during the year 1857, also the 
amount at the usual market pnees. Commencing at the 
Kaw-kaw-lin Mills, we will place the location of all Mills 
below Bay City, at Bay City. 



Feet. Dollars. 

Clark, Ballou & Co., 2 Mills, - 4,000,000 35,000 

McEwen & Bro., - - - _ 3,500,000 . 30,000 

Moore & Smith, - - . . 3,500,000 30,000 

Bangor Mills, Copeland & Co., - 4,000,000 35,000 

George Lovd & Co., - - - 3,000,000 24,000 

Drake MiUs, Copeland & Co., - 3,000,000 24,000 

Samuel Pitts, - - . - 3,500,000 30,000 

Henry Raymond, - - - . 3,500,000 30,0)0 
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Bat City — Contimied. 

Feet. Dollars. 

n&Wieeler, - - - 3,000,000 24,000 

OatliE & JennisOE, ^ ^ - 1,500,000 10,000 

Beebee & Atwood, - - - 1,500,000 10,000 

Hillei & Butteifield, - - 2,000,000 14,000 

Henry Do«y, - - - - 4,000,000 35,000 

Trost & Bmdley, ^ - J 4,000,000 35,000 



POKTSMOUTH. 

J. J. McOomiok, - - - 1,500,000 10,000 

Patridge Mill, James Fraser, - 3,000,000 24,000 

Portsmoufli Mill, John Drake, - 1,200,000 9,000 

Bud's Mill, . - - - 2,000,000 14,000 

H D. Braddock & Co., - - 2,000,000 14,000 



Johnson Mill, John Drake, 
B. I". Fisher, - 



4,000,000 
1,500,000 



351,000 
10,000 



J. A. "WesterY-elt, 



BAST SAGINAW. 

Gushing & Co., - - - 4,500,000 

J HUl 2,500,000 

l:B. Curtis, - - - - 3,000,000 

D.G.Hollaid, ■ - - - 1,500,000 

Whiting & Garrison, - - 3,000,000 

Gallagher Sill, W.F.Glasbj, - 2,000,000 

Oopeland & Co., - - - 1,500,000 

AtmterMill, - - - - 3,500,000 



36,000 
21,000 
24,000 
10,000 
24,000 
14,000 
lO.Obi) 
30,000 
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Feet. Dollars, 

Gang Mill, , . , . 7,000,000 30,000 
G. D. Williama & Soa, - - 2,500,000 21,000 

Jlillard Mill, Cui-tie & King, - 3,500,000 30,000 

The above are mills upon the Saginaw river, simply. — 
In addition will he found the following mills situated in 
different portions of the County : 

Bradley & Co., - St. Charles, Forks Bad Eiver, 

Wendal's Mill, - " " " " " . 

Morley's " - Ohessening, Shiawassee Kiver, 

J. W. Turner's, ^ 

Y (water.) " " " 

. J. L. Fuller's, ) 
. : Shaddock's,. - Tittabawassee Eiver, 

Jessee Hoyt's, - Birch Eun, 

E. F. Opdyke's, " " 

Huhenger's, 2, (water,) Frankenmuth. 

The amount cut hy these niiUs is 
about - - ^ - - 16,000,000 105,000 



Making a grand total of - - - ?872,000 

■worth . of lumber alone, cut in one year, in the County. — 
When. we consider that these mills ran not to exceed six 
months during the year, we may rest assured that their 
time was well employed. There are large cLuantities of 
other kinds of lumber, such as walnut, cherry, basswood, 
&c,, manufactured in the County, of which we have no ac- 
count; .The average number of hands employed in and 
about the above mills, is about twenty-five to the mill, 
making an army of 1,100 hardy working men ! 

It will be observed that the above statistics are confined 
strictly to Saginaw County. We make no mention therein 
of the vast quantities of lumber manufactured in the 
Counties of Tuscola and Midland, and rafted or hauled to 
Saginaw for shipment. 

The first saw mill* in the County, was built at Saginaw 
City during the year 1832 by G. D., & E. Williams. This 

* This mill was situated near (he Saginaw City upper Ferry, and was de- 
stroyed by Are daring the year 1864. 

A portion of the maohinory belonging to the old WaUc in the inater, the 
Srst steamboat that nayigated Lake Erie, was used in this mill. 
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mill was built merely for the accommodation of the i 

settlers, as euch a thing as shipping lumber from Sagi 

was not then dreamed of In connection with this mill, 
and impelled by the same power, was a small run of stone, 
which ground, or rather "cracked com" for om' Saginaw 
forefathers, for wheat was not known here in those days by 
" experimental knowledge." 

This was, therefore, the first grist mill, also, in the 
County. The first shipment of lumber from the County 
was from the Emerson Mill, Buena Vista, opposite Sagi- 
naw City, in the year 1836. This mill was built during 
the year 1835, by a New York Company. 

Its dimensions were fifty-flye by one hundred and twenty 
feet. It contained three upright saws ; one edging table 
and a batting saw, with an engine of 75 horse power, 4 1-2 
feet stroke. Three boilers 18 feet long, and 42 niches in 
diamater, and flues 14 inch. Capacity of the mill was for 
sawing 3,000,000 feet of lumber per annum, running day- 
time, alone. This mill suspended operations about two 
years since. When in its prime it had few, if any equals 
in the State. 



Many of the above mentioned miUs are provided with 
lath machines, and much of the refuse lumber, and a 
goodly portion of the slabs are converted into lath, which 
finds a ready market at home at $1 50 to $2 00 per one 
thousand pieces. The amount of lath manufactured in the 
County, during the sawing season, is about 10,000,000 
pieces, nearly 8,000,000 of which find their way to the 
Eastern and Western markets, 

At an average rate of two dollars per thousand, this 
would amount to the snug sum of $20,000 per annum for 
lath. This, it will be remembered, is made from slabs &c., 
which, were they not thus converted, would be given 
away and burned. 
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SHINGLES 



The shingle business is carried on in the County quite 
esiensiveiy, and is fast heeoming an important branch of 
trade. There are several Steam Shingle Factories in va^ 
rious portions of the County, in full and successful opera- 
tion, although miUions of shingles are annually manu- 
factured by hand. This business gives employment to a 
vast number of men and aifords support for hundreds who 
have settled upon new farms. 

The number of shingles manufactured in the County and 
shipped annually, ie about 10,000,000, which at the ordin- 
ary market price would amount to |30,000. 



STAVE TRADE. 

This trade is beginning to occupy quite a c 
place in the business of the Saginaw Valley. The_ almost 
inexhauatable supplies of superior stave-oak which the 
County and vicinity afford, together with the facilities for 
shipping, renders the various points on the Saginaw river 
most admirable ones for this branch of industry. The 
staves for export are tho hogshead, pipe and butt. A few 
"heads" have been exported, though not to any extent. — 
The stave trade furnishes employment for a vast number of 
men, and during the wiilter season when the sawmills have 
temporarily suspended operations upon the river, the 
hauling, assorting, or " culling," and piling of staves, occu^ 
pies a pre-eminency in the business of the river towns. The 
first stave-yard in the County, was established at Saginaw 
City,, during the winter of 1850, by H. Sliaw, Esq. For a 
long time but little was done at the business, owing to the 
limited means of shipping in those days, yet, after a while 
as itte bosiness of the vaUey began to develop itself gener- 
ally, of course vessels came in, to aid and snare in the va- 
rious. hranohes of trade, engaged in along the river. Within 
■flie past three or four years the stave business has increased 
to -such an estentj that the stave now forms one of the 
noat, important itemS of export we have. As before stated, 
i is confidently affirmed that there ie stave-oak enough in 
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the County, and along the Saginaw and, its tributaries, to 
fumiah an extensive stave trade for at least thirty years to 
come, and perhaps even a greater length of time. The 
staves manufactured in the County, find their way, not 
only to various markets in the United States and the Can- 
adas, hut aleo to Liverpool and other European markets. — 
The facilities for shipment are increasmg every year upMi 
our rivers and lakes, and tefore three years elapse we may 
reasonably expect to have staves, and some other articles 
of export, shipped directly from the port of Saginaw to 
Liverpool. 

From the year 1S50 to 1855, the number of staves manu- 
factured in the County, and shipped from the various 
points upon the river, averaged about 400,000 annually. — 
Since the latter date up to the present year, the average 
has been about 1,200,00,0 annuaKy, showing considerable 
of an increase in the trade since 1850. The total valuation 
of these staves at the usual market price, is about $30,000, 
making the stave trade an important auxilary to the busi- 
ness of the County. 



SHIPPING. 

Below we give a tabular statement of the vessel and 
steamboat arrivals into Saginaw river during the years 
1855, 1856 and 1857. Previous to the year 1855, no ac- 
count had been kept of the number of arrivals at the Sagi- 
naw port, which circumstance we much regret; yet, we can 
safe!y_ affirm that up to the year 1850, the whole number 
of arrivals at the different points upon the river, could not 
possibly have exceeded, annually, twenty-five. Indeed, the 
number of vessels coming here would not, until quite 
recently, justify the keeping of a single Tug upon the river. 
"What few vessels did stray off here, were borne upon, 
the "wings of the, wind," alone. The first Tug owned 
and run upon the Saginaw river, and its tributaries, was 
the BuENA YiSTA, a stem-wheel " institution," built by a 
joint stock company in Z849. When we reflect that up to 
this year, there were but three or four sawmills upon- 
the Saginaw river, where there are now near fifty, the in- 
crease in the river business will .Appear to us a. legititoate 
and healthy one. A mere -reference to the subjoined- table 
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■will alone be sufficient to impress the mind of the stranger 
with: a sense of the amount of husiness done upon this 
river; 
1855. 



April, ■ 
May, - ■ - 
-June,- -. - 
July, ■ - - 
August, 
Septemher, 
Octoher, 
November, 
December, 



Barques. 

1 





Schoonera. 


Steamboats. 


1 


2 . 


2 


m 


4 


8 


17 


25 


12 


'',1 


60 


18 


38 


59 


20 



Total, ■ 


. 31 


176 


277 


109. 


Navigation < 


opened April 20th. 


Closed December 13tli. 


1856., ■ 


Barques. 


Brigs. 


Scbooners. 


Steamboats. 


April, -- ■ 




2 


6 


4 
8 
8 


May, - - 


1 

2 


9 
10 


96 
80 


July,' , - 

August, 


3 


10 
9 


70 
50 


10 
9 


Septeinber, 


2 


6 


23 


6 
4 
6 
2 


October, 


1 


3 


30 


November, 




2 


16 


December, 






4 


Total, 


11 . 


50 


375 


67. 


Navigation 


opened April 24tK 


Closed December 7th. 


1857. ' 


Barques. 


.Brigs. 


Schooners. 


Steamboats. 


Apffl, - 
Stay,' - 


- . 5 

- . 4 


11 
10 


35 
40 


10 
15 


June, '- - 


- 2 


12 


45 


16 


My, - 


3 


13 


44 


17 


August, 


- 1 


10 


80' 


16 
12 
11 


September 


, ■■• ■ 1 ■ 


■8- 


50 


October, 


6 


3 


26 


ijovember, 


2 


' 1 


13 


10 


December, 




' 1 


7 


1. 



Total, - '24 64 330 107. 

Havigation opened April Ist. Closed December 20th. 
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In connection with the above, we would notice one fact 
which is worthy of remembrance. 

During the early part of November, 1857, the naviga- 
tion of the Saginaw Bay and river was completely ob- 
structed by ice, and apparently closed for the season. — ■ 
Teams crossed the river at all points, upon the ice, and 
everything indicated the approach and commencement of 
a severe and fearful winter. In a few weeks, however, from 
this time, the Bay and river opened, and many vessels and 
steamers that had been " caught outside," came in, much 
to the joy of our merchants, and others who were particu- 
larly interested in their anival. After a few weeks, naviga- 
tion closed again, and remained closed until the 25th of 
January, 1858, when it again opened and our river for a 
number of days, was alive with steamboats passing up and 
down, as they were wont to do during the summer. The 
river remained open until the third day of February, when 
it froze over again, and continued frozen until the 17th 
day of March, when the ice began to float, and in a few 
days from that date, navigation opened and our river was 
once raoj-e covered with vessels and steamers. 



TOWNS AND VIL.LACtI]:S. 



SAGINAW CITY. 

This city is beautifully loeafeed upon the western bank of 
the Saginaw river, 23 miles from Saginaw Bay, 200 miles 
from Detroit by water, and 95 by land, via. Flint City and 
Pontiac. It is the iCounty seat, and contains about 2,500 
inhabitants. The land in part upon which the City stands, 
was located by G. Little, Esq^., (father of Hon. Norman 
Little,) in the year 1822. As previously intimated, Gen. 
Lewis Cass concluded a treaty with the Chippewas here, in 
1619, which secared to our government an extensive tract 
of territory, The^spot upon which this treaty was held, is 
a beautiful rise of ground, near where you enter the City 
from the north, and in the vicinity of the residence of Wm. 
H. Sweet, Esq. Many associations of a highly interesting 
character are interwoven, with the early history of Saginaw, 
for, as previously stated, this point was manv ion" -^ears 3.0-0, 
6 
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the great camping ground and general rendezvous of alHhe 
Saginaw tribef?. Saginaw, or more properly Sac-haw-ning, 
signiiiea the land of the Sac, who were the original lords 
and owners of this portion of Michigan. The fort and 
barracka, to which allusion has already been made, occu- 
pied a lovely and commanding point of ground and were 
surrounded by high palisadoee, or pickets. Some of these 
pickets, together with two or -three block houses which 
helped form the barracks, were standing as late as 1850, 
and even now may be seen two old trading houses, whose 
dark time-stained walls and roof carry the mind of the be- 
holder far back into other years. For many years after the 
firet white settlers located here, the only means of commu- 
nication with the great world outside (for. Saginaw was 
then considered almost "out of humanity's reach,") were 
those afforded by the rivers, which were at some seasons 3f 
■the year, particularly Flint river, navigable a portion of 
the way, for flat boats ; and an Indian trail leading from 
near Green Point, two miles above the City, to Detroit, 
upon which the Indians took their march annually to Mai- 
den, to receive their presents from the British Government. 
Notwithstanding the great and serious inconveniences that 
attended a removal hither, emigration began gradually to 
come in, and after a little, quite a colony wa^ formed here. 
During the year 1830, Judge Davenport removed with 
his family from Flint, (although at that time there were 
but two families residing there,) to Saginaw. Packing his 
family and effects into one or two flat boats, he -proceeded 
with them down the river. . .Every few miles he would find 
his progress impeded by flood- wood, which, owing to the 
narrowness of the stream, completely filled it up, and com- 



,th which he was fortunately 
draw them over the land to 
in, and launch them. For 
he pursue his route, before 
'ng fraught with difficulties 



peUed him to hitch his oxen, ^ 

provided, to the flat-boats and d 

where the river was clear again 

seven long, tedious, days did h 

reaching Saginaw, each day bein^ 

that required no ordinary degree of perseverence and hardi- 
hood to surmount. 

Some time after this, a kind of track was cut through 
the woods to Flint, which was passable only during the 
winter season. Occasionally a person would have the hardi- 
hood to try this route during the summer. One Captain 

S was fourteen days coming from Pontiac to this 

place, which route is now passed over in less than one day t 
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I have often thought that those daring and hardy pioneers 
who, in spite of every difficulty that presented itself ' to 
dishearten and discourage, were determined to make Sagi- 
naw their home, were gifted with a spirit of divination, for 
what visible inducement had they to leave their comfortable 
homes, and smiHng farms in the east, and exchange them 
for the rude hut and wilderness of Michigan ? It would 
certainly seem that they foresaw Saginaw, a great and 
flourishing country, teeming with life and busy animation, 
and her bright, proud river agitated with vessels and noisy 
steamers. If so, most assuredly have their anticipations 
been realized, and how amply have they been repaid for all 
their toil, trials and difficulties. The country continued to 
settle slowly until the year 1836. Then came a flood of 
emigration from the East, .composed, however, m^oly of 
those better adapted to the effeminencies and luxunes of 
city life, than to the hardships and stern realities of border 
Hfe. , , - 

During this memorable year, the " plat of Saginaw City" 
was much enlarged, being regularly laid out; and streets 
named. A map of the "City" was also drawn and en- 
graved, and -circulated through the Union. . Operations 
were carried on here upon an extensive, scale under the 
management of Hon. Norman Little, who was then' acting 
for a New York company. Several docks, warehouses, 
dwellingB, a large and beautifnl hotel called the .".Webster 
House," were erected, and large sums ■ of ■ money were 
invested in other operations. - At this .time the population 
was about 900. All was hfe and activity, here, and; the 
sound of the axe, the hammer and the saw was heard ring- 
ing merrily o'er .the waters of the Saginaw, or echoing in 
the green woods around. One or two steamers plied regu- 
larly between this place. and Detroit, and everything gave 
promise ef great things.' But the terrible financial crisis 
and er^h that followed the. year '36, and which' produced 
such a fearful reaction throughout the length and breadth 
of the land, frustrated the plans of the company-and left 
everything in stcdv, quo. ,.■ 

As much of the population at that time was a sort of 
floating one, it was not long after operations ceased here, 
before it became reduced more than one-half, and instead 
of the bustle and confusion that had prevailed, a sabbath- 
like quiet now reigned. The steamer forsook the river, and 
the Indian once more paddled his canoe in safety o'er' its 
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taisht, glassy surface. Truly might Saginaw have c"Mmed 
with Othello, "my occupation's gone." From the year 18d8-S 
to 1845 tut little or iro eniigration came into the county. 
During the year 1841, the territorial road, or as it was more 
generally known as tie Saginaw turnpike, was completed 
This road had heen chopped out and worked within 18 
miles of Sagmaw a few, yeare hefore, when the work w-as 
ahandoned. After its completion to Sagmaw, it was far 
from being aigood road, and at some seasons ot the year 
was almost impassable. 

The mail was-carried from Saginaw to Flint once a week 
on horseback,, as late as the year 1849, and I think even 
later although in the winter season it would sometimes be 
brought through in a sleigh, in order that pasaengeM might 
occaSonally be accommodated. About the years 1849-60 
the tide of emigration begam to turn northward, a» uus 
portion ot the State was considered, and prospects assumed 
I more favorable complfexion. The "Gity began to 
flourish, and business, which had lain dormant so long re- 
newed its age and increased. Oity lots were, m constant 
demand, and everything began to^ assume an: appearance 
Am to a tao «e city: Steamboats and vessels made 
ieir appearance at our docks, and agam was heard the 
lound or the hammer and the saw. The forest aromd the 
itv began to melt away, and lands that had previously 
>een chopped off were now cleared up, fenced m, and 
wellings or places ot business eroded upon them, ihe 
ne taSning lands in the vicmity ot the city were fast 
eing located and settled upon, and it became evident that 
-M world was at last awakening to a reahzmg sense ot the 

rowing importance of our young county. 

The Oity now contains many beautiful bmldmgs, several 
itensive warehouses, docks, &c. Nothing certamly can 
xceed the beauty and loveHness ot its locahty, especially 
uring the spring and summer months when eveiythmg m 
iturS is in bloom. The streets, which arc regutely laid 
at, are, in many parts ot the city, weU shaded with locust 
nd maple trees, and the residences of many ot the ati- 
3ns eviice great taste and refinement. Tho' oity extends 
.long the river about two miles, and the stranger m ap- 
iroaching it, is struck with its commanding and picturesque 

''"ihiToity was incorporated in 1867, and the following 
lity officer were electld, viz.: Hon. Gardner D. Wilhams, 
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Mayor Coe Garrett,. Recorder., . AMermen, John Mooro, 
G W Bullock, Jay Smith and Bayid Hughes. Marshal, 
John iE. Gibson. City Attorney, E. 0. Newell. _ 

Below we give a business directory of the city, which 
speaks volumes for its enterprise and prosperity. 



" BVSIWESS IHKE^CTOKl'. 

DllY GOODS. 

a. W. BULLOOK, Fancy Dry Gdodfli Staple afticlea, Gro- 
ceries and provisions. Corner of Ames and Hamilton Bts. 

D. H. JEROME & Co., Wholesale aiid Retail Dealers m 
Eaney Dry Goods, Clothing, Groceries and Provisions.— 
Jerome's Block, Water st. 

G. T. Z80HOERNER, Deal^t- iii Dty Goods, Clothing, 
. Groceries and Provisions, Elour, &c. Woodruff Block, 
Water street, on the Dock. 

PERDINAND FLATAU, Dealer in B'ancy Dry Goods, 
Furniture, Groceries and Provisions. Water street, nu 
the Dock. 

P. C. AIl^DBE, Dealer in Dry Goods, Groceries and Pro- 
visions. Water st., on the Dock. 

MILLINEBY EStABLISHMRNTS. 

MRS. RICE, Milliner and Dress Mater, and Dealer in 
Fancy articles. Water st. , , „ 

MISS HAMILTON, MilHfaer and Mantua Maker. Corner 
of Ames and Hamilton sts.. 

jdERCHAN* TAILOKS. 

i' A LEASIA, Merchant Tailor, and Dealer in all Kmds 
of Garments, Hats, Caps, &c; ffitchell's Block, Water 

[. RATHKIE, Manufacturer, and Dealer in Ready Made 
Clothmg, &c.. Water St. ' " ' 

. MULKAHAT, Dealer in, and: Manufacturer of Cloth- 
ing. Water st. 

OEOCBRIES ANDPE0VISI0N8. 

, BOWLING, Dealer in Groeeriea and Provisions, Flour,. 
Feed, &c." Water st. 
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A, ANDEE, Dealer iu Gfroceries and Provisions, Flour, 

Fraite, &c. Water st. 
M. BUTMAN, Bealer. in Family G-roceries and Provisions. 

Woodruff Block, Water et. 
GEO. STREBE, Dealer in Groceries and provisions, &c. — 

Water st. 
W. BINDER, Dealer in Groceries and Provisions, Flour, 

Salt and Staves. Water st., on the Dock. 
JACOB VOGT, Grocery and Provision Dealer. Water st. 
M. REDMAN, Restaurant. Comer Hamilton and Jeffer- 



HAEDWAKE. 

D. H. JEROME & Co., Dealers in all kinds of Hardware, 
including Iron, Steel, Nails, Stoves and Hollow Ware, 
and Manufacturers of Tin and Sheet Iron Ware. Gpr- 
ner of Water and Van Buren sts. 

^. GIBSON, Dealer in Hardware, such as Nails, . Steel, 
Stoves, Hollow Ware, Mill Saws, Chains, Cutlery, &c. — 
Water st., in Gibson's Block. 

I - ' ■ FURNiTUEE, 

i. FiSHER, Cabinet and Chair Manufacturer. Water st. 

■ SHOE SHOPS. ■ 

0. KULL, Dealer in, and Manufacturer of Boots and 

Shoes. Water st. 
C. SHULTZ, Manufacturer of Boots and Shoes. Water st. 
C. T, BRENNER, Dealer in, and Manufacturer of Boots 

and Shoes. Water st. 
G. SANDERS, Boot and Shoe Maker. Water st. 
P. M. HALE, Manufacturer of Boots and Shoes. Water st. 
0. FUCHE. Boot and Shoe Maker, Water st. 
1 WINKLER, Boot and Shoe Maker. Water st. 

TANNERY. 

). WTDEE, Tanner and Currier, Comer of Stevens and 
Water sts., towards Green Point. 

HAEHESS AND SADDLE SHOP. 

fOHN W. RICHARDSON, Manufacturer of, and Dealer 
- in Harnesses, Saddles, Bridles, Martingals, Trunks, &c. 
Water st. 



d by Google 



SAGINAW COUNTY. 39 

DEtFGS AND MEDICIHES 

A. O. T. EATON & BEO., Dealers in all kinds of Drugs 
and Medicines. Corner of Court and "Water sts. 

D. J. MITCHELL, M. D., Dealer in Drags, Medicines and 
Fancy Notions. Mitchell's Block, Water st. 

JAY SMITH, M. D., Dealer in Drugs, Medicines, Per- 
fumery, &c. Corner of Van Buren and Water sts. 



LAWYERS. 

MOORB & GAYLOED, Attorneys and Counsellors at 
Law, and Solicitors in Chancery. Office in Court House. 
Comer of Washington and Court ste. 

E. C. NEWELL, Attorney and Counsellor at Law. Also 
City Attorney. Corner of Water and Jefferson sts. 

0. D. LITTLE, Attorney and Counsellor at Law, and So- 
liciter in Chancery. Corner of Washington and Madison 
streets. 

HIRAM S. PENOYER, Attorney and Counsellor at Law, 
and Soliciter in Chancery. Oftice in the Court House. 

SUTHERLAND & BENEDICT, Attorneys and Counsel- 
lors at Law. Office, comer of Court and Water streets, 
up stairs. 

WILLIAM H. SWEET, Attorney and Counsellor at Law. 
Office on Water st. 



PHYSICIANS. 

J. B. WHITE, M. D., Office on comer of Lyon's and Wa- 
ter sts. 

N. D. LEE, Surgeon and Practitioner. Office on Jefferson 
street. 

D. F. MITCHELL, Surgeon and Medical Attendant. Of- 
fice in Mitchell's Block, Water st. 

M. 0. T. PLESSNEE, M. D., General Practitioner and 
Surgeon. Office on Water st. 

DION BIRNEY, M. D., Surgeon and Practicing Phy- 
sician. Comer of Court and Water sts. 

S. FRANKE, M. D. Comer of Franklin and Hamilton sts. 
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WEBSTER HOUSE, kept by Leader Cross. Good ac- 
commodations, and finely located on the comer of "Wash- 
ington and Jefferson sts. 

ETNA HOUSE, , a W. Beeman, Landlord. Comer of 
Van Buven and Water ets 

8HAKESPEAEE HOTEL, C. T. Brennei? Landlord.— 
Corner of Adams and Hamilton sts. 

SAGINAW CITY EXCHANGE, Horace Douglas, "mine 
host." Comer of Ames and Water sts. 

SYLVAN RETREAT, 0. F. Esche, Court st. 

STAGE HOUSE, — ■ ■, Corner of Throop and Water 
streets. 

LIVERY STABLE, 

A. H. PAINE, always keeps on hand all sorts of c/ood ve- 
hicles, with first class horses. Corner of Cass and Wa- 
ter streets. 

SHIP YARD, M. Dougherty propnetor, Water st. 



In- addition tO the above directory, there are itt the city 
seveia,! blacksmith shops, one or two wagon shops, two o,r 
three bakeries, one or two paint sliops, several cabinet 
and furniture rooms, one steam spoke factory, two gun 
smiths, and several grocery and eatiag establishnients. 

The " Spirit of thk Times" is pubhshed here by Lans L. 
G. Jones. Many years ago a neat little paper was printed 
here, edited by R. W. Jenney, now of the Genesee Bernio- 
crat, Flint city. The name of the paper was "The North 
Stab." 

■ ' ■ ■public buildings. " 
The Court House situated on Court street, adjoining the 
Pabiie Square, is a beautiful and noble structure, ahd re- 
flects much credit upon .its architects. This. edifice was 
cpmmeQeed saviral years since, but owing to financial mat- 
ters of aa interesting character, it was not completed imtil 
quite recently! . The County Jail which stands ne(uiy oppo- 
site is a very modest and unassuming building, and a terror 
to evil-doers. It has been built within a few years. 
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CauBCHES, AND RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES, 

St. John's Church — Episcopalian. This society owns a 
heautifal church recently completed, which is situated on 
WaehiDgton street, near Court House. 

First Preahyterian Church. Fine building situated on 
Court street, A good society. 

Methodist Church. Situated on Washington street, near 
Public Square. 

Dutch Keform Society, Oood building located on Ames 
street, 

Roman Catholic Church. Located on corner of Monroe 
and Washington streets. 

SCHOOLS AND LITESAHY SOCIETIES, 

There ia an excellent Union School here, and a fine school 
building. This sdiool has three departments, contains over 
two hundred scholars, and employs a Principal and two ot 
three teachers. There are, also, besides the Union School, 
two Select Schools, kept by Miss M. A, Kipley, and Miss 
Mulholland, which are well attended. 

There are ia the district, which includes the corporation, 
425 scholars whose ages range from three years to eighteen. 

"The Saginaw City Litebaby Association," is the 
name of a society organized here January 11th, 1858, The 
object of this association is to promote literary interests, 
morals, and cultivate a taste for letters, the arts, &c. 

Its officers are as follows: J. G, Sutherland, President ; 
A. 8. Gaylord, Vice President ; 0. L. Spaulding, Secretary ; 
C. D. Little, Treasurer; W. H. Sweet, Gt. B. Benedict 
and J. B, White, Executive committee. 

There is also here, a Masonic Lodge in a prosperous con- 
dition. Lodge Eoom located on comer of Caas Mid Ham- 
ilton streets. 



SAGINAW OR NORTHERN CANAL, 

During the year 1837, the legislature at its session in 
March, appointed a board of commissioners, c&'Jed the 
'Board of Commissioners on Internal Improvements." The 
members of this Board were constituted overseers and su- 
pervisors, who were to have the general care and supervision 
of all State improvements, such as railroads, canals, &c. — 
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This board was authorized by the State legislature to make 
or cause to be made, several surveys for railroad routes 
across the State, as well as several canal routes, among 
which traa that'bf the Northern or Saginaw Canal. Conse- 
quently, under their direction during the summer of 1837, 
competent engineers were appointed and surveys made of 
the various works designated by the State legislature, which 
surveys ertended over two thousand miles. The reports of 
these surveys were favorable. The survey of the Northern 
or J Saginaw Ganal roiite Was entrusted to the charge of 
Charles F. Swith, Esq. The object of thia enterprise was 
t© connect the'navigable waters of the Saginaw and Grand 
rivers "bY ship canal This canal was to commence at the 
Forks of Bad Kiver, 15 miles above Saginaw City, and ter- 
minate at^the Bend of Maple Elver, 32 miles from its junc- 
ture with- the Grand River. 

Its entire length was to be about fifteen miles. The total 
estimated expense of improving the navigation of Bad and 
Maple rivers, and the construction of said canal for steam- 
boats and vessels, was $238,240; aa^i the appropriations 
made in 1838, amounted to $62,000. During that year 
tiie work was commenced in good earnest. A host of work- 
men wete ^rbpl'Oyed upon it, great quantities of timber were 
got out for lo6hs, (fee.; and everything gave promise of a 
Bpeedy and happy termination of the enterprise. 

But alas ftjr the mutability of all things earthly ! The 
fearful' "wild-cat tiflaes," which shook everything to its cen- 
ter, of a public Or private nature^ completely sUenced the 
flrol*k amd left everything" incomplete, while the State was 
obliged- to foot the bill which was no small one, considering 
the crippled condition of the State treasury at that period. 
The'gMat'diffidldty seemed to be, that the work was too 
preiflatUt^ly conceived, for it is my humble opinion that at 
no distant day, this enterprise will yet be carried through. 
If the reader will take the trouble to examine the map oi 
Michigan, he wiU observe that a very short distance inter- 
venes between the. head waters of. the Saginaw, and those 
of the 'otrand Eiver, and he will also be struck with the 
feasibility of confi'fecting these two magnificent streams by 
ship' caital, and thereby opening a communication through 
some of the finest farming lands in the State, and also of 
directibg'a trade that must prove a source of wealth to the 
State; Wh^a th^ work was commenced, Saginaw City was 
the only toWn in the county, and that contained but few in- 
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hatitaQts, arid little or no wealth, and the same importance 
could not have been attached to it that there is now. Towns 
aiid villages are now springing up almost daify in the covmfcy, 
and resources are developing .that cannot fail, at no distant 
day, to place it far heyond its sister counties in. point of 
wealth and importance. Could the valleys of the Saginaw 
and Grand rivers be thus connected by ship canaly tlaeentirs 
trade that ia now forced through the lakes via Detroit, 
would seek a wiUing outlet here, while we would be fevored 
with a reciprocal trade, and our intercourse with our Grand 
Eiver neighbors could not be other than a happy and a pro& 
itable one. Instead of the tedious and perilous present 
route to Chicago by water, a safe and speedy communica- 
tion would be afforded.by a ship canal. 

The amount of property annually lost upon the upper 
lakes by shipwreck, &c., would more than build a work of 
this description. I have conversed with Hon. G. D. Will- 
iama. Dr. D. H. Fitzhugh and others lipon this subject, and 
there seems to be but one opinion entertained in regard tft 
the feaaibiUty_ of the enterprise, and the probability of its 
being carried into esecution at no remote period. ■ ^ 

To show the reader that Sa^aw is a point which hag for 
a nurober of years past attracted some attention, I will here 
oite him to several other enterprises with which it was iden- 
tified as long ago as 1835-7, which, though at the- time 
might have been rather premature, show at least the light 
in which the valley of Saginaw was regarded at that early 
day. " ' ■ " , -■ . ■ ■ 

ThO' first was ihe incorporation of a railroad company i& 
1835, -rtith a' corporate stock of $1,000,000. The design of 
this company was to connect the Saginaw and Clinton riverg, 
conimencing at Mount Clemens, in Macomb county, to pass 
through Lapeer, and terminate a,t Saginaw City. The whole 
stock was taken. It was to be commenced within- four years 
after the charter was granted, and ten miles was to be com!- 
pleted in eight years, one-half in fifteen years, and the whole 
in forty years. Its lengtliwas to be about nmetym-ilee. ■ 

The "Saginaw aiid Genesee Bail Boad Company" waa 
incorporated in 1837, and had a capital stock of #400^000. 
This rodd was "to coirimence at Saginaw City and intersect 
the northern 'railroad from St. Clair to Gi^nd Kiver, at sudi 
peiint in thfe county- of Genesee as was to be deemed practi- 
cable." Its lei^thwas to be about 40 miles, and the whole 
to be finished in sis years from time of commencement. 
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nothing is improtaHe or mjossiilo. 

EAST SASINAW.' 

^heM mV Btands a largo briok block, a solitary log cahn 
SrJd T'So" oovoJed roof in 1850, apparently mon- 
Soh of all t snrroyed, .hnt in by the green woods upon 
?£eo sides, while the'broad Saginaw »1W ';?^?«K*° 
beantv before the door. This log house was bmlt I thmk 
by flie Ameri»° l?" Company, many f«" »°?'-n Teon 
Se time of whieh I speak was "™P'«^. ''? ?»^"^^e ° 
Snay, a French hunter and trapper. About this tune, a 

" .E»*s^». 1. !«»M ta • P»"l«» •' '"■' """"^ * ^ •'°'° »" 
o! B 4 B, and t""" 12 H of K 5 B, 
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and . .team eaw-mill a l>"«"i>°| v™ l,e« erected, «Mch, 
baildbg called "46 Btore, ™J^t"°.,S%he nudeuB ot 
together mth a &» l'.°"'*.*"''7'East Saeinaw ptoper.- 
thflarge and i«»"f '"g " '^J "f^^'S. »w?mifi had 
^T KTsewTor oSpaiy, It Buena Vista, nearly 
been built by a iNew l™^."'^'^,, (iwnwn as the Emerson 

e«««SSl^a5t:t,SS 

s;f:lrLnt^SH^o™---- 

had been coBcemd of ^"'^-f, "J^^n Ls as a matter 
crmceded by all, to be tne iuub;. _^u^__^ ^ ^ £__^ ^noptmo- was 



conceded by aU, to be tne iuu«. "--""" "^^^ meeting was 
S at°tSetn^:\?rSVr C *%tT„rS 

Si™:^eprr.'|t|^£^^^^ 

(Jeorjc OH«r and Stephen IMU, jmtiecs ot p 



made at the "w location above mentonM^ .^ 

ryti^r'oSTX'SeS^'a^'tr rne thft p«- 

MmkaimW' »Woh n«ie it i»ntim«> lo »>'■ 
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looked wonderingly on, and the wild deer aa he came to take 
his morning plunge, in the bright river, bounded back in af- 
fright to impart to hia wild companions the news of this 
singular invasion of hia favorite haunt 1 Still the work 
went on, and every day told of some new improvement. A 
la^ and splendid new steam flouring mill was soon finished, 
which drove four run of stones, was substantially built, and 
furnished with a magnificent engine. Many thought at the 
time that this operation was most a foolish one, and a taah 
and wild ex-penditure. 

Does any person at the present day think bo ? Soon a 
large and commodious warehouse made its appearance, built 
upon an excellent and substantial dock. Nearly opposite, 
about the same time, a magnificent tbree-story hotel, cov- 
ering nearly half a square, arose, which was called the "Ir- 
ving House." By this time, a plaiik-road* to Flint village, 
thirty-two iniles distant,- was completed, and in good travel- 
ing order. Then & post of&ce was 'established — a coachand 
four brought to it a daily ma.Il, while every day the cry was 
**^BtiU they come." The demand for village property now 
beCame'cli(mbrou8;-and lotafter lot was taken up, fenced 
in, ' and a boUse terected thereupoh. Occasionally an old 
fogy attracted 'hither 'by the "excitement," would,' as he 
viewed the busy scene, ominously ehttke hia head— take an 
extra pinch of snuff, and exclaim — " mushroom growth — all 
excitement — soon die away— can't afford to lose my money 
here — reaction 'soon — can't be otherwise— nice location 
though^-^ity- to iave'the town go to ruiii — must however— 
no coiint^yto'supportit — all wilderness— ^must go down— ^ 
no help' for it-^brr^ though — ahem, landlord,' I'll retire if 
you please — call me in time for stagfr — perhaps if I wait 
much longer stage company itill fail — then haVe to go home 
afoot — good nighf-^then 'retire to drealn of companies 
"smaslung up," and large amounts of money foolishly ex- 
pend'ed and lost in new town speculations, &c., &c. Busi- 

*It waa only throagh theuntiriilgand ceaseless effiirts of Norman Little, 
that this road, was m»le. . He it was who applied to the legislature for a char- 
ter, and obtained one througli much opposition, for Ihe scheme was consid- 
ered a visionary one by nearly every member. " There certainly can be no 
harmdoneia voting fori cbarter," silid they, "for it will'never attiount to 
anything, one way or the other. The idea of building a plank road- through 
that swampy cbuatry ia ridictdonsly absurd— might as well tall: of building a 
plankroad to'ttiemoonl"- He however suooeedrf in obtaining a charter, and 
in less than two years tjora the time of application, a fine plank toad viax 
"ompleted through that identical " Bwompy country !" 
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ness continued to increase— inhabitants to flock in, and 
houses sprang up almost mysteriouslr, yet the anticipated 
"smash-up" and reaction came notl ■■ ■ > ■ 

Vessels and steamers' began to visit the town— then came 
a demand for more docks. In eveiy direction, steam saw- 
mills began to be visible, and the demand for lumber to in- 
crease. After getting business matters thoroughly under 
way, the citizens began to think that educational interests 
Had been entirely overlooked— that with all the business 
pursuits and money-making, schemes- engaged in, not a 
syllable had been uttered-, as yet, in regard to schools.— 
"This will never do," said they, "for if we would prosper, 
we must not neglect that most important concomitant of 
advancement and happiness, the education of our children, 
and the establishment of schools among us." go they set 
themselves at work, and in a short time a beautiful and 
commodious edifice was erected upon a high rise of ground, 
commanding a fine and extensive view of not only the vil- 
lage and river, but also of the City and vicinity. After its 
completion, excellent teachers were employed,. and almost 
before the citizens of East Saginaw were aware of it a 
fiounshmg school of near three hundred scholars was in full 
and happy operation. Previous to- the building of the 
Academy, the citizens had no suitable pJaoe of Worship for 
which reason wearo willing to attribute.the deplorable ladt 
of divme service m those days, yet, they were by no means 

entirely destitute of preaching, for the Efiv. Mr - held 

forth every fouj- weeks -in 'S<iuirs W- ^'s .office, to an at- 
tentive half-dozen hearers. But when the school-house was 
finished, and regular service held there, the -appearance of 
the Sabbath assumed a far different phase, than before, for 
the httle town in the wilderness could boast of schools, and 
divme service upon the Sabbath. 

After awhile an excellent and well selected town library 
was obtained, to which all hod free access. Before the vil- 
lage had attained to its third year, it had so far transcended 
its original limits, or at least bid so.fairof doing it, that it 
was found necessary to add to its already large teffitory, so 
the ^'old farm" .was crowded '-'out. of town," and in its 
place more lots were surveyed out and eagerly taken-Up.- 
By this time the town had become so important, that it 
was found, impossible to get al(mg mthout-a newspaper — 
^cordmgly, after the usual preliminaries, a neat looking 
sheet made ita/appeaiBnce, called "2*Ae SagirKm-Miter- 
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f&eTroL out in town, destroying the steam »ay-mm, 

'^l^SrSlfrovXe. over 3,000,000 feet of 
f ^ ratr l:°e:nrtLn:rye 

Sirwhoksale warilrouBe and dock, occupied by W- L. J. 
Sfc So auTleral grocery CBtaUi.toent. and d,e - 
fng ttts This fee ^» indeed 1°°« "^t^'a" d men 
oaLnity. lor awhile everythmg '"°°'' »Sl'«ft. ™° J"™ 
Sow It each other in l"?? <"™" V"^,:;!? Tkmm 
Before the embers had fa.riy ""•''.n "S not Snv 

rsr at:s.i^r=e jr;e"^K"Ci 

S. the fiAt improvemint was made ioro, many »mal , 
rtsmflng Ims^rove to the strange,, tha B^'»«^ ' 
Suated in^the midsl of a fertile famnng oouutry, J* *« 

nothing is wanting, to make it a neh and great country, but 

rnoreiShabitauts and a little more capital. 

This Tillage was incorporated during the year Wf . »"* 

the followi4 oiBcers, under «>e "orporatiou act were 

elected: Pfsident^of th^ Oounc,^ ^rL^S^ ba« 

S'-J E.To"£i's, O^lcurtS; A.H Mershon; A. 

BCsSs F E. Gopeland, W. 1?. Glasby; Treasurer S. 0. 

IS • fcshai; elected by the Council, A L,Eanta, 
The'foUowing Oouncihncn wore elected iri^'i^JZ 

1856: President, M. L. Gage; Recorder, C. B. Mott, 



db,Google 



SAGINAW COUNTY. 40 



L™H StlT' W^^^A"',,^- S; "°'*»"' Martin Smith, 
MaShJ S^t'^-I^S'"'!^^' "^"e^^J"' W.L. Webber 
ADml ' OonuniBsionera, L. S. Keeier, 

vll%°^'^l'^^^l'- Morgan 1. Gage, President; W H 
Be«h Eeeorder; Trustees, W. L. Webber, W F oSsbT 
p. M. Curtis J. A. Large, S. Beaclr, Wm. Galkjier • At 
t"S\Z,i-^Sit- ttfr' street olfeout 

wT't -w S"^%?- \ ^''•'^' »• ^- *S Attomey 

ISr,\^t:,V;S?i5.^-^4:^'= «'-« °o--^£ 

Below »e give a Busiues, Directory of tliis town, whicli 
dtLT'keXtnti '™» '^^'"'"^ *-— 

BVSI)V£SS DIRECTORY. 

DRY GOODS AND GENERAL TRADE 

''°Slt!f^ % "l^B^^' WMesale and Betail dealer. 

Boot, td^^i ^"V "■? *'°°<'''' Carpeting, Clothing 

■• Serv J S''°3 «'»""» a«a ProTisioS, Crodret? 

JOHN MBBY DealeHn Groceries and Promions Boot. 

FBANKLIN COPELAND, Dealer in Dry Goods Gro- 

^ui^ii- ™™S, Dealer in Eeady Made Olotbing and 
JfurmsIiingGoods. Genesee street. ° 

HASDWARE. 

GEOEGE SOHBAM, Manufacturer of Tin, Copper and 
Sheet Ironware, and dealer in Stoves, Hoi owS ete 

M SuktA Wlf f' '»'"?» ««'•''" «nd Ger^iS, sS: 
u. M L UBTIS, Wholesale and Betail dealer in Hardware 

iin and Sheet Iron Ware. Water «t, near the Ferry. 
* TMa street was formerly caJled Plant Head Stiwt, 
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Ti H BDCKHOUT, "Wholesale, and EetaU dealetin ton 
Steel Nails, Stoves and all Hnds of Hardware, Parmmg 
■ uSosrCntlery, &e.. Tin and Sheet ton wa,e also 
manufactnied. Brick Block, flenesee St. 

OEOCEEIES AND PE0VI8I0NS. 

OUETIS & BLISSs Wholesale and Jtetail dealeis in flro- 

eeries and Piorisions. mterst, neat the I?™?: _ 

"W. P. PATKICK, Dealer m Groceries and Provieions.— 

J- & VeBBBB, Dealer in aroccries and PrOTisions. Wa- 

J. A^ WHITTIEE, Dealer in Uroceries and Provisions.— 

PME HILLEE, (Agent,) Dealer in Family (Jroceries. 

IAOOb'sOHOEN, Dealer in »"<='>™»/'^''"'™™' *°,7 
Also, Mannfactnrer of Vinegar. Corner of Lapeer St., 

J GEEENEB.'Bcaler in Grooeries, Erovisions Crockery, 

■&c. Water St., near Dnrfee & Atwate^s Mdl 
M. MINIOK, Dealer in Groceries and Provisions, Eeady 
Made Clothing, &c. Water st. ., j i ■ 

SAHBOEN & lUCKBE, Wholesale and Eetail dealers m 
■ GroeeSs M^i Provisions, &c. Genesee St., Oorlis. Block. 
BEOWH & KUWOKD, Dealers m Groceries and ±-rovis- 
ioM, Oonntry Prodnce, Elonr, &c. Washington St., near 
comer of Genesee St., sonth. 

DRUSS AND MEDICINES. 

HESS* BEO., Dealers in Drags and Medicines Paints, 
Oils Perfnmiry, and various other arteles. Phvslcnms 
preBcriptjons attended to, with care and d"™ 



Block, Genesee St. . p 

DE J K PENNEY, Dealer m Drags and Medicines, rer- 
fnmery and Jsncy Articles. Water st., between Tnscola 
and Genesee sts. 

BOOKS, STATIONERY AND JEWELEV. 

A EEEGtiSON, Dealer in Books, Stationety, ^'""'^J^f 

faney Articles. Watches and Jewelry repaired. Genesee 

street, between Washington and Water Bts 

SOL LATHEOP, Dealer in Watches, Jewelry and nancy 

Articles. Watches Eepaired. " — "' " 
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PRED. . K. BEIDGMAN, Dealer in Books, "Stationeiy, 
Perfumery and Fancy Articles. At the Post Office^- Hess 
Block, cornfir of "Washington and G-enesee sts, 

MANUFACTOEIES. 
HOYT'S STEAM ELOUEING MILL, Grinds up. annu- 
ally, over 56,000 bushels of Wheat, and 14,000 bushels 
of Corn. The manufactured products amounting to. 
Flour, near $70,000, Corn Meal, $11,000. Business still 
increasing. This mill has four run of stone, end a power- 
fill and magnificent engine. Corner of Water and Carrol 
sta., on the dock. 
■WILCOX'S STEAM PLOUEING MILL.— A large por- 
tion of the business of this mill is custom' work. The 
total amount of work done, is probably 15,000 or 20,000 
bushels of grain grourid annually. Water st., nea,r the 
■ Steam. Ferry. 
WABNEE, EASTMAN & Co., Foundry and Machine 
" "Shop. Manufacturers' and Bepairers-of Steam En^nes, 
Mill Gearing, Pouey Gangs, and other work in that line. 
■' ■ Water st. ' " " - 

GEO. W. ME KKILL, Foundry. and Machine Shop. Manu- 
■ ^faetiirer of Steain Engines, Threshing Machines, MUl 
Gearing, Plows, &c. . .Steaniboat and Mill' Gearing Ee- 
'■ • paired, and;'all orders pertaining to his business' prompUy 
responded to. Water st., on the dock. 
Both of the above establishments are provided with the 
_yery,best of machinery and wor^en,a.nd-,aImost,evefyjEa- 
rfetyof iron work and inachinery can-be manufactured at 
, fcoth.Hhopfi. .„ ,. ■ 

I^EED.'KOEHLEE, Blacksmith, and Eepairer of Ma- 
chinery, Steamboats, Vessels, &c. Tuscola street, be- 
tween. Washington and Water sts. 
BiaDSALL & BEO.,. Blacksmithing and Horse Shoeing 

done to order. Genesee st.,.over the bayou. 
I. E. GODLEY, Manufacturer of Horse Shoes, and Black- 
. smithiBg done '-to order. . Washington st - . --- 
HOSEA^PEA-TT, Steana Sash, Door and Blind-pfctory.— 

Franklin street, in the" bayou. . ' ' , , , 

E. F.EIGB, Manufacturer and Dealer in all kinds of Cabi- 
'■," riet-Ware, "Upholstery, &c,-- Water st. 
JC*.jAwLA,IW3-^, Furniture" Wareroom, "and Manufacturer 
'""of OaWnet ware ofall^tJnd8,.,.-Gi^he??e8.t., 
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" w^?? BKADEN, Cabinet and Chair Maim&ctare,- 

Wasnmgton st. 

la L. OAGE, Manufacturer of Harnesses, Saddles, Tranlis 

« ^ ,?,^?,T.!^''' ''«'™™ Wasliington and Water sts ' 

A. K KEESHON & Co., Steam Planing Mill Keens 

constantly on hand, all hinds of Planed tnmbor, inelu- 

T-i ,;f"*A =T""t "Z"™", &«. Water St., on the 
docfc, near tho Ship Yard. 

H. MAEKS Manufacturer and dealer in Hats, Cans Furs 
and Pnrmshmg Goods. Genesee st > !■ , J^ u™ 

A EATON, Mamifactnrer of, and dealer in Boots and 
bnoes. Genesee et. 

™Ynd=(?e2^/ ^'''^^''"''- ■ °— f ^-"'"6- 
FABMEBS-EXCHAKGB, W. IF™»., landlord. Corner 

toIeotSty Hmt?4™f,!-' "PI"'*'' Ki% House. 

nuiuiBl Ui i HOUSE, kept bj comer of Wa- 
ter and Genesee streets. 

imNKLIH HOUSE, John leidlein, Landlord, corner of 
J<ranklin and Genesee streets 

BUEWA VISTA HOUSE, hy John, Jeffers, Water street, 
near Steam Terry. ' 

PHYSICIANS. 

"r™ ^^T^S-^- "*" °" Washington St., bet^-een 
Gorman and Winiam, streets, west side street 

B, J. K. PENNEY. Offlce on Water street, between 
Genesee and Tuscoli stroets 

Dr. A. BEYOE. Genesee street. 

l^. 1. illSiJKOW, M. Di Washington street. 

^A |^07^MD,ltt™«ud ConnsoUor at Law, 
and Solicitor in Chancery. Office in Hess Block, fun 
stairs) Washington street ' ^^ 

JAMES L. T p6x. Attorney and Counsellor at Law, and 
Solictor m Chancery. Colleetions attended to in any nor- 

Block, (up stairs) Water street. 
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WEBBEE & WHEELEE, Attornoya and Counsellors at 
Law. Office in Brick Block, (up stairs) Gfenesee street. 

D. W. 0. GAGE, Attorney and Counsellor at Law, and So- 
licitor in Chancery, Office in Gage's Block, (up stairs) 



MISCELLANEOUS. ■ 

W. L, p. LITTLE-, & Co., Bankers, and Dealers in foreign 

eschango, &c. Office in Hoyt'a Block, (up stairs) corner 

of Genesee and Water streets.' 
UNITED STATES LAND 0:E'JICE. W. L..P. Little, 

Beceiver ; Moses B. Hess, Ee^ster. Office in Hoyt's 

Block, comer Genesee and Water streets. 
SAGINAW ENTEEPEISB. Perry Joslin, Editor and 

Proprietor. Water street, between Genesee and Tuscola 

TAX AGENCY AND SUEVBYING G. "G. Hess & D. 

A. Pettibone. Hess Block, Wellington street. 
MILLINEEY SHOP Mn< Moinson, corner of Genesee 

and Water streets, (north } 
C. B. JONES, Dealer m lumher and shingles. Office in 

Gage's Block, (up stairs) Genesee stieet. 
J. S. ESTABEOOK, Dealer m, and Inspector of Inmher 

and shingles. Offline on Water street, opposite Printing 

Oflce. ' 
H. SHAW, Dealer m, and Exporter of Hogshead, Pipe and 

Butt staves. Office on Water street, between Thompson 

and Hayden streets. 
JAMES LEWIS, Manufacturer of Sash, blinds, doors, &c., 

&t his Steam Factory, Water street, on his dock. 
WAED BOX, Dealer in groceries and provisions, flour, etc.. 

Gage's Block, Genesee street. 
ROBEET PIEESON,'StaT^ purchaser. Water st. (south.) 
O.L. GLOVEE, House, Sign and Ornamental Painter, 

Water street, (north.) 
HALL & LOOMIS, House,, Sign and Ornamental Painters, 

Water street, (north.) 
E. J. MEESHON, Purchaser and Inspector of lumber and 

shingles. Office in Hoyt's Block, (up stairs) corner ftf 

Pewter, and Water streets. 
HENRY WOODBUEF, Dealer in staves, for . export.— 

Genesee' eitreet. " ' ', 

In dddition io the above, we have two or three shoe shops, 
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one harness shop,- (two in oU), two Wteiie., one or two paint 
shops, sis carpenters' and toat bmlders' shops, two lively 
8taW68,.two wagon shops, four meat markets, one ashery, 
ope tanpeiy and.one cooper shop. 

VESSELS ,AKD STEAMERS. 

The vessels and steamers huilt and owned here, (or by 
parties interostcd hero,) are as follows:' ' to, nnn 

Barciue Snnuhine, 516 tons, cost *23,DU0 

" .' Jesse Hoyt, 472 " ?1.™" 

Brig -Starlight, «0 ;; f.»»» 

Hchr. Qmckstep, 300 , ^ ^ ^ a i^ 

Steamer Magnet, low pressure tow-boat, adapted to 
freight and passenger bnsiness, with an eBgme ot 
600 horse power, 10 feet stroke, and 32 inch cjl- ^^ ^^ 

SteanJe'; Alida, passenger fieight and tow-boat, cos t 10,000 

Total amount of capital invested, IISJ?! 

In addition to these, are the steamers TrafSc and Oomet 
Propellers Coaster and Odd ]?ellow; Emerson s Steam 
Jerry; one Steam Dredge, and three Scows. ■ . 

The amount ot business done at the shijD yard in tms 
plaee, whichis eoniucted by Oaptam Martm Smith -lU 
ayerage annually, about JSO.OOO. The grand facihties which 
Se surroundini' country 'M, f" ^"'f *"" »S wd - 
this one of theVst points in the State for a AW?"";- 
The number ot mills in this village, will be found by rofer- 
ing to the list of mills, in another portion of this worlr. 

SCHOOLS. 
This village boasts of an exoeBent Union Bchool,-which 
oontains ataut 300 scholars, employing a Pm«>P=?. ™ 
three subordinate teachers. There are three department 
in one building.- In connection with the school, aBd in Bet 
belonging tithe department, .are three more schools, situ- 
ated inlfieront portions of the vilkge, to accommodate lo- 
caUties., These .schools are.aU in a fine, prosperous condi- 
tion, and the iitiama of Bast Bagihaw ioay well Jeel gtati- 
fled at the manner in which the cause of education is ad- 
vaneed among thsm by., thase to -wtegi It hM been entrusted. 
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• THo Eiimber of sclolim in the -Bctool distiicj,fiom tjie 
aes of three, to eighteen' years, is ahout 6«). Beside the 
TJnioa sohool, are three other Bohools-one German-two Hn- 
Elish The Union school huilding is a beautiful, commodi- 
ous and substantial structure, situated npon an eminence 
commanding a Sue view of the town and river, and also 
Saginaw City. To A.L. Bingham, the present Pnncipal 
the East Saginaw Union School i» indebted for its present 
prosperity and good repute. 

OHUBCHBS AND SOCIETIES. 

There are four church organizations in this town, viz :— 
Methotisi EpiBcorAi, (American) organized m the year 
1S52 Eev Mr. Olds, Pastor— whole number ot members 
then'present, six. The present nnmher is near 100. Pas- 
tor — Kev. C. Mosher. , 

OoNGRBGATIOHAl, organized Oct. 7th, 1S57. ttev. A. u. 
Kdtchel, E. D., preached the sermon upon the occasion.— 
Bev P. E. Hurd moderated the Oouncih Knmber of mem- 
beiB, twenty-seven Pastov— Eev. "W. C. Smith 

MuTHoniBT Episcopal, (German) organized Mov., ISSi, 
-with Bii memhers. Present number, forty-two. Pastors 
Eev. J. KrehHel. „ ,» Tr i± 

LmHBEAif, organized 1865. Pastor— Eev. Mr. Voltz. 
STumber of members, about two hundred. 

Three of the above denominations own very good houses 
of worship, viz: Methodist, (American) Methodist, (Ger- 
man) and Lutheran The Congregational, at preBent— 
through the IdndneBS of Jesse Hoyt, Esq,,-occnpy a beau- 
tiful Ind well furnished Hall in the Hoyt Blocls They 
have in eontempUtion, the erection of a church building, to 
be completed as soon as practicable. In connection with 
the above Chnrcbcs, are excellent Sabbath Schools, well at- 
tended. 

EIEB BEPAETMENT. 
There are two reguhirly organized Fire Oompanies in Bast 
Saginaw, viz: ".Pioneer No. 1," and « Jesse Hey* Ho. 2 
These companies wore organized durmg the year ISO/, ana 
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the present number of members in both, is 89. The re- 
spective dimensions of the Engines, are as follows ; 

No. 1. No. 2. 

Feet doc Feet dec 

Length of brakes 18 50 20 00 

Distance between brakes 5 41 6 50 

inch^ dec in dec 

Average distance of fulcrum from center 7 50 ■ 8 00 
Diameter of cyUnders, each 7 50 ' '8 75 

Area of plungers _ 44,178 j60 132 

Average stroke of piston 6 50 6 00 

Capacity of cyKnders, each 287 157 360 792 

Diameter of suction pipes 4 00 . 4 50 

Area ' " " 12-'56^ 15 90 

Diameter of delivery " . each . 2 50 2 50, 

Area " " " 4 90 4 90 

Diameter of nozzle " " 7-8 15-16 7-8 i7-is 

Capacity of each cylinder in imperial 
gallona,of 277.27 cubic inches, stand- 
ard measure. ' ' *^., ' 
Average working motion, 60 strokes per gall dec gall dec 
minute, will dischai^e, each 62 10 78 06 
Ratio of capacity 1 00 1 25 

The above table was arranged by S. E. Kirby, Esq., Chief 
Engineer of the department, and of course may beyconsid- 
ered as correct. Below, we give a hst of the of&eers and 
members of the respective companies : 

PIONEEK FIRE ENGINE COMPANY, NO. 1. 



George J. Doit, Foreman ; G-eorge Schram, 
T. W. Hawley, 1st Asst.. " John Swift, 
Jas. F. Brown, 2d " " A. L, Rankin, 
Alex. Ferguson, Secretary; J. Hutton, 
E. N. Bridgman, Tt-easwer; E. A. Moore, 
Z. W. Wright, B. P. Derby, 

B. B. Buckhout, M. Jeifers, 

R. A. Eddy, H. C. Burt,. 

D. G. Holland, , Jas, HilHer, 

0. J. Quinn, M. Wakeman, 

J. H. Springer, A. Dann, 

W. G. Yawkey, ' H. C. Sawyer, 

J. L. Hayden, U. C. Sanborn, 

J. S. Estabrook, W, H. Eeatty, 

G. W. Phillips, . F. T. Hall, 
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Pioneer I'ire Engine Company, No. 1.— Continued. 



T. P. Stimpson, 
0. Merrill, _ 
James Lewis, 
Or. 0. Warner, 
A. J. Pliillipa, 
"William Weeks, 



J. H.' Humes, 
G. I'. Corliss, 
Jesse A. Burdicb, 
Moses G-arner, 
Martin Smith, 



Total 41. 



PIONBEB HOSE COMPANY, NO. 1. 

J E Mershon, Foreman; H. A. Pratt, 
S' Keeler, Asst. " S. A. Pratt, 

James Euan, Secretary; C. H Gage 

WilHam J. Driggs, H. Woodmff. 

F. A. Van Antwerp, John Weller. 

C. H. Haydeii, 



Total 11. 



JESSE HOYT EIEB ENGINE COMPANY, NO. 2. 



T. A. McLeese, 
J. E. Burtt, 
L. Newton, 
Chas. T. Harris, 
Robert Haddon, 
D. D. Keeler, i 
Chas. Allen, 
Dennis McDonald, 
Thos.'Derry, 
0. Tebo, 
John "Eavaw, 
Albert Bates, 



Jasper Engelhart, 
Samuel Allen, 



■ Thos. Coats, 
Thos. Sofal, 
Henry Marks, 
Thos. Grarry, 

■ Patrick Connor, 
Geo. Perkins, j 
walls Abd, 
Chas. Blodget, 
John Haggerty, 
Henry Horton, 
Hosea Pratt, 
Lewis Causley, 
Geo. Howell, 
Aaron Ketrich, 
James Perry, 



Total, 30. 
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SAGtSAW COBKITY. 



EAST SAGIPrAW aUAlSBS. 

This is the name of a ariiitaiy etHnpaay o^aoked m tha 
year 1858. The officer are as follows : Jobn Erd, (h^- 
tain; Wia. KTatner, Irf LieateaaiM; Jolm Yettesay and 
Wm. Kem, 2rf Lieutenants. Whole nmnljCT of memlieiB, 

forty. 



TUBNEB SOCIETY. 
" Cfermania." 

This society was organized during the year 1S56, and 

■ conflists of 26 memhers. The following are tiie officers : — 
John H. Springer, President; Louis Banmgart, Secretary;. 
Fred. Fahn, Treasurer. 



Bay City is situated upon the east side of the Saginaw 
river, four miles above Saginaw Bay, and fifteen below East 
Saginaw. Its population is about 2,000. The land upon. 
■which it is located, was formerly an Indian reserve, known 
aa " Eiley's Reserve." During the year 1835, this reserve 
was purchased of the Indians, by an incorporated company, 
y'clept the " Saginaw Bay Company." Anticipating great 
things, the company had several hundred village lots sur- 
veyed out here, and commenced operations upon an exten- 
sive scale. In 1836, the following year, there were ahout 
fifteen families established here, one Store, one Hotel, and. 
a Post Office. A building was also erected by the company^' 
which was intended for a Bank, hut owing to financial em- 
barassments, the " institution " was not used for that 'p^- 
pose, but was converted into a private residence. The cri- 

*Thi3 Tillage, by a recent decision of the Supreme Covat of MicWgan, 
snataining the organization of Bay County, is tlie Connty seat of said County, 
and is therefore no longer embraced witbin the limits of Saginaw County. As 
said organisiation takes from the original territory of the County only tha 
northern Uer of towQKhips, and inaemuch as this territory embraces so im- 
portant a portion of Saginaw valley, we should regard our publication in any 
event, as incomplete without tlie same allusion to it ire have made. 
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siB of '36, completely frustrated the plana of the company, 
and crippled its energies, yet it had commenced a work that 
was bound to tell in after years. I'or a long time after this 
company "suspended payment," everythmg of a business 
nature was entirely in statu quo bere, as well as elsewhere, 
and although the point possssaed many natural advantages, 
and excellent facilities for trade, yet that grand moving 
power, viz., capital, was wanting to develope its recourses, 
and bring it into notice. , , n ;i 

Up to the year 1850, but little progress had been made 
here, yet from this time, settlers began to come in, and the 
town commenced awakening from its Bip Van Wmkle 
state, and matters soon assumed a far happier aspect. One 
serious mconvenience which has been felt more than any- 
thing else, and which for a long time was considered as fe- 
tal to its prosperity, is the lack of communication with the 
world outside, by roads. During some seasons of the year, 
egress and Ingress to the town was, and \b now almost im- 
poBBible, yet it is to be hoped that this difaculty will,_ere 
long be obviated, The Legislature at its winter session, 
in 1857, passed an act, changing its name from Lower Sagi- 
naw, (its original name,) to that of Bay City. 

For a few years past, this place has improved beyond the 
most sanguine expectations of its well-wishers, and its 
present appearance indicates a sphit of restless enterprise 
and energy among its inhabitants, that laughs at impossi- 
bilities, and puts to flight all doubts of success. The loca- 
tion of the town is a beautiful one, the bank of the river 
here being, in many places, quite bold, and nSing from 
eight to twelve feet above the level of the river. Situated, 
as it is, near the head of navigation, and in the heart of a 
fine farming country which is fast being settled, it must be- 
fore many years become a place of considerable importance. 
Capitalists are already being awakened to this fact, and are 
now making large investments in the town and vicinity.— 
The subjoined Business Directory will show considerable of 
an increase in business during the past five or six years. 
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BlISIKESS DJBECTOBX. 

DRY GOODS AND GENERAL TRADE. 

mlETIS HUHGiEB & Co., DsaleiB in Diy GooJs Clo- 
tiw Ha,ta, Qroceri'esaBd Pro~s. Water st 
on the dock One door south of Wolyerton House. 
„ntheaoo| ^ ^gj.^ & Co., Dealers in Eanoy Dry 

'^-Go^dt Gmoeries and Provision.,' and Blip Stores. Also, 
forwarding and Oommission Meiekmts. Comer of See- 

J WAT°SON,t"wLding.nd Conrmission Merohant,..nd 

DeltinD^' Goods, Ship Stores, Groceries and ProTrs.on.. 
I-oot of Center St., on the doclt. . ^ 

B 1. DICKEY, DeLler in Ship Stores, Groceries and Pro- 
visions. Water St., on the doclr. 
HARDWARE. 

15 CUSHMAN, Dealer in Stoves, Hollow ware, Iron, 
Steel, ifat, Chains, Cntlery, Mill Saws, &c., &c. Wa- 
ter st, north of Center St. 

ROOTS AND SHOES. 

J LONGTON, Manufaotnrer of, and Dealer in Boots and 
' Shoes. Water St., opposite C. Manger & Co. 

RLACKSMITHING. 

H OLAEK, Blaclrsmith, and Kepairer of Machinery, Horse 
I- MKTME'f'Ce'sW, Wagon Ironer, and Bepaire, 
of Machinerj-, &c. Water st. 

MACHINE SHOP AND FOUNDRY. 
JOHN PHILLPS&BEa, MacUnistB and jnannfactimB 
of Steam Engines, and all kinds of Iron Castings. Wa- 
ter street. 

CABINET SHOP. ,, t ■ A f 

MAST, Mannfactnrer of, and Dealer m all kinds 01 

Cabinet ware. Chairs, &0. Water St. 
E. P. WELCH, Mannfactnrer of, and Dealer in Basn, 

Doors, Blinds, &c. Water st. 
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BOOKS, STATIONERY AND JBWELBT, 
G-. BROWN, Dealer in all kinds of Jewelry, Fancy No- 
tions, and Eepairer of "Watches, Clocks, &c. Foot of 
Center St., and, first door south of J. Watson's store. 



0. H. FEEEMAN. Attorney and Counsellor at Law, So- 
licitor and Counsellor in Chancery. Agent for paying 
tases, &e. Office over Watson's store, Water st. 

W. L, SHERMAN, Attorney and Counsellor at Law, and 
Solicitor in Chancery. . Water st. 

B. P. WKIOHT, Attorney and Counsellor at Law, and 
Commissioner for the State of New York, Tax Agent, &e. 

■ Water street opposite Birney Hall; 

A. 0. MAXWELL, Attorney and Counsellor at Law.— 
Water street, over Post Office. 

JAMES BIKNET, Attorney and Counsellor at Law, So- 
licitor in Chancery and Notary Public. Water street. 

PHYSICIANS AND DRUtSISTS 

G. E. SMITH, k'. D',, Druggist, Water street, opposite 0. 

Munger & Co. 
L. EUGHSIUS, M. D., Dealer in Diugs aud Medicines.— 

Also, Practicing Physician, Water street 

B. C. NEWTON, Practicing Phybician, Water street. 

J. M. BLIG-H, M. D., Druggist, and Dealer in Fancy arti- 
cles. Water st., one door south of Center street, 

■ HOTELS, 

WOLVEETON HOUSE, by J. .S. Barclay, Water street, 

near Ferry. 
UNION HOUSE, by A, E. Persons, ■ opposite Wolveitoa 

House. 
BAY CITY HOTEL, by F. A. Kaiser, Center street. 
FRANKLIN HOUSE, by H. Latyakey, comer of Saginaw 

and Center streets. 
FARMERS' HOTEL, by S. Dodge, Third street. 

In addition to the above Directory, there are in town, two 
Shoe Shops, two or three Tailoring Establishments, three 
Blacksmith Shops, three Meat Markets, two Bakeries, sev- 
eral Steam Saw Mills, one extensive Steam Flouring Mill 
with three run of etonee. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

M. FEBEMAN, Agent for Fire and Marine Insurance Com- 
panies. Office over Watson's Store, foot, of Center st. 

JOHN DRAKE, Fire and Marine Insurance Agent. OfHce 
on Water street, 

C. MOTJLTEKOP, Lumber Dealer, Water street. 



SCHOOLS AND CHUEOHES. 

Nothing certainly evinces a greater degree of advancement 
in civilization and refinement, in any place, than the estah- 
lishment of schools and churches. And we need no surer 
evidence of the prosperity and happiness of any community 
or people, than good school-hoUSes and fine churches, for 
we feel assured that where these exist, and are weE patron- 
ised, happiness must also exist. Considerable" attention haa 
been paid, in Saginaw valley, to the education of children, 
as the numerous school houses go to prove. 

There is here, in Bay City, an excellent Union School, 
with a fine building. This school contains 350 scholars, and 
is well conducted by a Principal, and three teachers, in their 
three respective departraente. The present Principal is Prof. 
Boot. There are also three select schools in town, with an 
averse of thirty scholars each. 

There are also several church societies here, including one 
Episcopal Methodist, one Presbyterian, one Episcopalian, 
one Lutheran and one Boman Catholic. Two of these soci- 
eties hare fine houses of worship. 

Just opposite Bay City, upon the western bank of the 
river, is found one of the most beautiful landscapes in the 
State. The land here gradually slopes to the river, from a 
hight of about twenty-uve feet, and is covered with a second 
growth of Oak, and is almost entirely devoid of under-brush, 
thus forming a delightful grove, which, during the vernal 
seasons, renders it most a charming and desirable retreat for 
the lover of nature. A natural ridge road rises in the back- 
ground, which extends several miles, and finally loses itself 
m the vicinity of the Bay shore. This ridge is composed of 
light or yellow sand, which corera a sub-stratum of gravel 
and clay. Still farther back from the river, the soil is bet- 
ter adapted to farming purposes, being a dark, rich loam, 
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and coveria witt Beech, Maple, and .omo Pine. Betwem 
SS jIt and Saginaw City, i. a g"* .^fj^'^'^j'^*. 
leads thtoneh a Sne farming oonntry, weU settlea, aM ™ 
dera. fine "fate of cultivatiSi in many jlaces I'»f'=»°l'^»'. 
*ich" sitnaled lipon this road, abont twelve nides below 
Siinaw Oity, is a German settlement oomposed of 64 tam- 
SS There is tore a beautiful Ohnroh, belonging to the 
Lutheran oider The land here was pnrchased hy the Pas- 
tr aXold n parcels to his parishioners, for fa,™ and 
Wrtoads Bverjthing hei-e eihihitB signs of thrift and 
Sstfv and ms I matter of great , congratnlation to see 
St acL'n to our population Son.po.cd of » »^f i^ 
class Many, and, indeed, a great majority of these (ler- 
class manj.ao , ^ _ ., _o ^^ Ugh • respectability and 



manTcttlcra, belong to families of highrespectaDiiity anu 
Scmcnt 'Of ol S^nnan neighbors we pnijose speafa^ 
aiam To return to the point above alluded to. _ ihe land 
hS or a goodly po.tion oi it, belongs to heirs,' the jeUM- 
St of whom IS yet ammo, Owing to this fsi^t, the hind. s 
TOObab'y not m market at present. Were wo allowed to 
Slot; we would at no distant day, locale a 4o™*'°l!J"4 
Smieroial town upon thi, very pomt. We won d »cet a 
lone line of warehouses upon substantial docks, afd ml 
them with gram tor shipment, fcrnished by our German 
nSho.., and settlers upSn the ina farmmg lands, not only 
°n1he mmcd.ato v.c.mty o4 the town, but "^ m the rf- 
oimug counties We would build a plank road to Maud 
S^lnd another to Sagmaw Oity, or ^''^ B°°/ "»f» ?*" 
nut rlank as the stale of the land would admit ot them. 
ThosSs wht^talt, would open the counteyj^"^"' 
back and furnish an easy access to a ready market, mitt 
tod Sd Sr counties would seek an outlet here and the 
Xoie wdd territory fai back in the country, would soonbo- 
gm to "bud and blossom like the rose." Smikng farms »d 
Swns would usun. the wildornoss' plaee, and the w U woK 
and bear would fiee before the hgfit of day, let mto thcit 
Srk lairs by the woodman's aie. Sounding our predictions 
S^»a?progress of the age, the unsurpassed resources f^ 
oSes an^ advantages offered by the »?™™'i"8 XslSd 
we cannot be considered as Utopian m onr remarks and 
ideas concerning it. 

"jS^^MTiCm. J. a. »».!, owmd thI. iropmly, and H. cUldrm im 11. 
heirs alluded to 
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PORTSMOUTH. 



This is a scattering village in Portsmouth township, a 
short distance above Bay City, and about 12 miles below 
East Saginaw, upon the same side of the river. It is very 
pleasantly situated, and contains about 200 inhabitants. — 
The land upon which it is located, was entered by J. Trem- 
ble, Esq., in the year 1836. A short time after, it passed 
into the hands of an incorporated company, by whom it was 
laid out into village lots, and a town commenced. This 
company shared the fate of the other companies who bad 
commenced operations in the valley ; the same inonetary 
torsado which swept other portions of the land in 1837, 
gave this placs a slight "brush," and left its traces here, 
also. The town which had been commenced, immediately 
relapsed into a quiet state, and soon becaihe prematurely 
" antiquated." The " company " disbanded, aod the prop- 
erty heie, after several years, became so completely buried 
up in tax titles, as to defy the ingenuity of a Philadelphia 
Lawyer to exhume it from the rubbish and restore to it a 
good title. In the course of tim^, the property-he re, or a 
portion of it, passed into the hand? of another company, 
(tax titles and all,) who built a number of steam saw-mills 
and entered into the lumbering business upon a moderate 
scale. There are now here, one Store, one Hotel, six Steam 
Saw Mills, and a Ship Yard, which has turned out several 
staunch crafts. This place has improved considerably within 
the past two years, and nothing is wanting to make it a large 
town, but a good title to its property, a little energy and 
capital. 

The plat of this village joins that of Bay City, and the 
two villages must eventually be united, and thereby form a 
continuous town along the river, about three miles in length. 
We predict for this portion of the county, a glorious future. 



BANGOK. 

This is a new village situated about two miles below Bay 

City, upon the opposite side of the river, and contains about 

200 inhabitants. During the year 1849, Thomas Whitney, 

of the firm of Whitney, Coit & Co., of Buffalo, built a. 

9 
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steam Baw-mill here, together mth one or two boarding 
houses. 

These forraad the nucleus of the present town. The prin- 
cipal portion of the land upon which it is located, was pur- 
ohftsed by Joe Tremble, Erii., and surveyed into village lots 
only a short time since, the greater part of the town t---- 
been built within the past two or three years. 



ZILWAUKIE, 

This village contains about 200 inhabitants, fend is pleas- 
antly located in Zilwaukie township, and upon the Saginaw 
Kiver about seven miles below Saginaw City, upon the same 
side of the river. The land upon which it etands, was en- 
tered by C. Fitzhugh, in the year 1835. During the year 
1847, Daniel Johnson, Esq., bnilt a Steam Saw Mill here, 
without, however, any intention on his part, at that time, 
of making this anything more than simply a lumbering 
point. Subsequently, circumstances induced him to locate 
a village here, and under his auspices quite a flourishing 
town arose, and business assumed here, a lively aspect. The 
land in this vicinity is generally low, though exceedingly 
productive and durable, and susceptible of the highest state 
of cultivation. There are as yet not many cultivated farma 
in its vicinity, but a few short years- will work a great 
change in the entire face of the country around it, and make 
it, with its commercial advantages, considerable of a point. 
The principal business of the place at present is lumbenng, 
which ia carried on here to quite an extent. There la a very 
good Toad from here to Saginaw City. 



ST. CHARLES. 

This is a new village situated at the Forks of the Bad 
Kiver, about 18 miles above Saginaw City. It contamfl 
about 200 inhabitants, one Hotel, three Stores, one Steam 
S«w Mill, one School House, and a Post Office. The land 
about here is rather low, yet highly arable and producti-re. 
The river is navigable to this point, for small Steamboate, 
one or two of which, during ordinary stages of wate?, ply 
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regularly between tliis and Saginaw. The situation of this 
town ia delightful, and its geogra|iiiical position must make 
it a place of some im])ortance. 



This viUagi! is located in town 9, N of K 3 oast, and oon- 
tains a population of 2Q0. It has three StoroSj a Post Of- 
fioe, one Hotel, two Saw Mills, ono Grist Mill, and a School 
House. The greater portion of the lands in ita vicinity 
■were located in the year 1854, under the Graduation Act, 
and are being faat settled. The Mhiawassco River i)a6se8 
through the center of this town, and ia rajiid, with good 
high hanks. From the north line of Chessening to Owosso 
in Shiawassee County, a distance of sixteen miles, this river 
has a Buffieient fall to furnish a water power, or mill site, 
every mile — only three of which have been improved. 

The flats, or bottom lands along this river as well as the 
other rivera in the comity, are dej>osits made during the 
spring and fall freshets, forming a deep, rich soil, equal to 
the far-famed Mohawk flats in the State of New York. The 
timber growing on these flats, is Oak, Ash, Basswood and 
Elm, with a large mixture of Black Walnut and Butternut. 
Back from the river, the land is somewhat rolling, with here 
and there a running brook. The soil is gravel and sandy 
loam. Coal has been discovered creeping out of the bank 
of the river in many places near this village. No attempt 
has yet been made to ascertain the depth or extent of the 
beds here. 

Chessening was detached from the township of North 
Hampton, and organized in the year 1849, and J. W. Turner, 
Esq., was elected supervisor. The whole number of votes 
east in the township was eleven. There were at that time 
no means of ingress or egress, save those olfered by tlie river, 
and Indian trails, although during the wmter seison there 
was a sort of track leading to Owosso, upon which lumber 
and shingles were, to use a backwoods exj ifssicn snaked 
out." The Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay Eailroal line 

* chessening io Uio Indian tJHigup, signifies " Big Stune the town bear- 
ing this name from the fact of a large copper roclt or ho der be ng found 
in i\s vicinity. The entire population of this tonnfihip is ftOO. 
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ifi surveyed, paSBUig tbrough thig village on its way to its 
point of temimation. This town presents many inducements 
to those ■wishing to locate fannB and. become actual eettlere. 



BRADY AND MAPLE GROVE. 

Two townships, viz : 9, N of R' 1 and 2 east, were de- 
tached' from Cheseening in 1856, and organized into the 
tCwnship of Brady, which now contains a population ot 
about 400. TowuBhip 9, N of R 4 east, waa also detached 
from Chessening in 1856, and organized into the township 
of Maple Grove. Population, 250. 



BRIDGEPORT CENTEK. 

This village, which is more generally known as the " Bend 
of the CaBS," is located in the township of Bridgeport, town 
UN of R 6 east, near the center, as its name mdicates, 
and ifl very pleasantly situated upon the banks of the Cass 
river, and also upon- the Saginaw and Genesee plank ro^d, 
six miles from East Saginaw, and twenty-six from Flint 
City Genesee County. It contains about 150 inhabitants, 
one Hotel, one Store, a District School, a Post Office, one 
Steam Shingle Factory, one Blacksmith Shop, &c. The 
knd in this vicinity is considerably undulating and the sod 
tolerably weU adapted to farming purposes. There is an ex- 
cellent plank road leading from this place to Sagmaw Lity^ 
Distance, six miles. C. A. Lull, Esq., proprietor of the 
" Bridtreport Center House," raised the first crop ot wheat 
in the county, and also introduced some of the first sheep 
ever brought into the county. This was durmg the year 18 J4. 



FRANKBNHUTH. 

This is a German settlement located in town 11, N of R 
6 east, and heautifiiUy situated upon both sides of the Cass 
river. The township contains about 1000 inhabitants, all 
GeimanB, most of whom reside in this settlement. The in- 
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habitants are an industrious and thrifty race of people, and 
a valuable acquisition to any community, This township 
was first settled in 1845 by a few Germans, who with their 
pastor, the Bev. George Cramer, commenced clearing the 
land and erecting dwellings, a Lutheran Church and a School 
House. IJhey also made good roads and bridges, and many 
improTements generally. This township is one of the best 
in the county, and its selection evinces at once the good 
taste and judgment of those who first purchased here. It 
now contains, aside from its private dwellings, two Churches, 
two School Houses, two, well supplied Stores, a Post Officej 
one Grist Mill, two Saw Mills, several Blacksmith, Wagon 
and other shops. The residents mostly own farms in con- 
nection with their placea" of business. The soil here is a 
rich admixture of clay, gravel and dark loam, and is most 
admirably adapted to agriculture, in point of which, it prob- 
ably cannot be excelled, "We are happy to see the great 
improvements that are annually being made by our German 
neighbors. The Cass river is crossed here at Frankenmuth 
by means of a good substantial suspension bridge, the exe- 
cution of which exhibits much skill and ingenuity. The 
excellent facilities which this township affords, together 
with its nearness to market, must one day make it second to 
none in the county in point of wealth and importance. We 
would heartily recommend this township to those Germans 
who are desirous of locating among their brethren. 

Frankentrost, Frankenhilf, Deerfield, Amelete, Bloom- 
iield and Frankenlust, of which I have before spoken, are 
all flourishing German settlements in the county. 



GREEN POINT. 
This is a beautiful and romantic spot of prairie, situated 
near the juncture of the Tittabawassee, Cass and Flint riv- 
ers, and about two miles above Saginaw City. Perhaps a 
more delightful or appropriate spot for pic-nics and parties 
of pleasure, during the summer months, cannot he im- 
agined. Formerly, and indeed until quite recently, the In- 
dians occupied this point as their summer camping ground, 
leaving their families here while they hunted, fished, or 
"spreed it," as the case might he. Just opposite Green 
Point, during " wild-cat times," a city was laid out, which 
was called "Upper Saginaw," and we are not certain but 
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tiwt Mine Eastern gentlemen w«ra also "laid out" whea 
thay made porchasoa of "city Iota" in that -ricaQity. Du- 
ong tbe Bojourn oi the Indians at Green Point, it wae c«r- 
tftinly worth, one's while to pay them a tisit. I remembw 
one fioe afternoon, some ten years lince, of accompanying 
Btt old Indian trader there, while it waB in full posBeBeion of 
tka lodiane. Seated in a light canoe, and each aimed with 
t^ paddle, -we started from Siginaw City, for the oatensiblo 
purpose of bartering with tSie Indians foi furs &o._ 

J"or my part I waa perfectly delighted with the idea, ae I 
neyer had had an opportunity before of seeing the Indiana 
''at home," at least during the Hummer seaeon, and was also 
glad to exchange the monotony of a clerfe'a life for a paddla 
o'eir the bright waters of the bewitiful Saginaw. The river 
waa Mifficiwntly agitated to cause our tiuy boat to rock 
dieamily, md as we Bped from the shore, the rich wayeB 
leaped and sported against our canoe's prow and sides, like 
sportive! kittens, ever and anon greeting our faces with a 
"damp paw," that was by no means unpleasant. 

On, on we aped, now under the shadow of the green wooa 
—.now by the fringed, rich border of the prairie. We could 
wadily discern in the distance, the white tents of the In- 
dians .fluttering in the wind, and hear the wild, joyous, 
shouts of the dueby juvenilee as they pursued their uncouth 
gporta and games, As we approached their gamp, what » 
busy and exhilerating scene presented itself to our view I 1 
dapped my hands in the exuberance of my spints, for 
never before had I witnessed a scene so full of real, unat- 
fected, natural happiness aa there greeted my senses. My 
companion did not seem to partake of my enthuBiasm tor 
he had often witnessed similar scenes. Little Indian boys 
and girls, resembling so many cupids, (in one sense,) could 
be seen : some wrestling, some shooting with tmy bows and 
■rrowB some paddling their little canoes, while others were 
bathing and splashing in the river, like so many amphibia 
—each Btriving to vie with the other m the manner an* 
demonetration of ita enjoyment Superannuated Indiana and 
ranava sat by the tent doora, looHng on with ■ qiuet, de- 
j^ pleasure, or arran^ng Bomo toy or tnnket for some lit- 
tle ioljleni while the more efScient were engaged m vanoM, 
<u no oooupations at aU. Oh, how I lonpd for an artist s 
«lnU that I might aketeh the wUd and ractoresque mwn 
Hkb, tjwjoglit I, ift hmnan nalom ift it« tree, tjjitaaimiiofled 
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Care, to these children of nature ee«ms to he a stranger — 
DO tliought of the morrow engrosses their mind, hut the 
world with its vicissitudes and vexations, pasKes along ap- 
parently unnoticed by thein. Buoyancy of spirit, under al- 
most every circumstance, is a striking and prominent feature 
in the Indian character. As we di-ow our canoo out upon 
the beach, the Indians came out to meet as, with a hearty 
shake of the hand, and a cordial hovjou. The shady urchins 
for awhile suspended their games and stood with gaping 
mouths and suspicious looks, gazing at tlie Kecke-mokomiM 
— then with a yelp and a bound, returned to their sports, 
more vociferously than ever, their wild cries and shouts 
merrily ringing over the prairie, and echoing in the green 
wood beyond. Situated upon the greenest and most beau- 
tiful portion of the camp ground, were a number of very 
wliite, and neat-looking tents, which I ob.servcd were closed 
and entirely isolated from the dingy, suiolry tenfs of the en- 
campment. My companion, who seemed a sort of privileged 
character in the camp, appeared perfectly at home, while 1, 
<:onB!dering myself amojig strangers, chnig to liim, and fol- 
lowed him wherever he went, not venturing to "throw my- 
self upon my own responsibilities." X was therefore pleased 
when I saw him start toward the white tents, ibr I was cu- 
rious to know what they contained. 

Drawing aside the canvas he entered, without ceremony, 
I of course following after. Seated upon beautiful mats of 
colored rushes, wliich served as carpets and divans, were 
some three or four good-looking squaws, very neatly, and 
even richly attired in the fanciful stylo of the nalivo, busily 
engaged in embroidering and uniameniiiig moccusiu^, broad- 
cloth loggings, and blankets with varie^utud beads and por- 
cupine quills. 

Everything around evinced the utmost order, neatness 
and taste. No bustling ntclite, or dirty urcliin was allowed 
the freedom of those apparently consecrated tents, but all 
was quiet and calm within, or if any conversation was car- 
ried on, it was in that soft, musical tone «o peculiar to 
them. So, so, thought I, here we have a sort of aristoeiacy, 
a set of *' exclusives," and a specimen of high lit'o among 
the natives ! Yet it was just that kind of -'high life," in 
many respects, after which their white sisters might, with 
the greatest propriety in the world, take pattern. No des- 
canting upon the merits, or demerits, more particularly, of 
their neighbors — no idle gossiping or scandal was indulged 



d by Google 



72 HISTORY OF 

in— no la me's—they do awy—haw you talk— of aU thinga, 
etc., etc., were heard among them, but they quietly phed 
their needles and kept their counsels to themselyes. If they 
had occasion to visit their neighbor's tent, it was done qm- 
etly and pleasantly, after which, busmeas was resumed,— 
What a model, again thought I, for a first class sewing so- 
ciety 1 Truly a lesson 'drawD from nature I Yet a modem 
sewing-circle based upon the above principle would not only 
be an anomaly, but. a moral impossibility. Forgive me 

After wandering about the encampment and bartering 
with the Indians for furs etc., we again took to our canoe 
and as the sun gently disappeared in tlie west, we found 
ourselves once more at home. 



ANECDOTES, &c. 

MaQV scenes and incidents of a rich character may l)e alluded », in con- 
nection with tlie early days of Saginaw City NotwithstaQdine it "« wM 
to have l>ecn " out of humanity's roach," and the sound of the cburcb ^o- 
ina bell " yet the little handful of indlriduala who composed this community 
were thU "ho were determined to observe the lawa of the country, and l.ee 
that they were properly maintained and respected Although eome oi onr 
Ba«inaw forefathers appeared at times somewhat seedy and threadtare, owmg 
probably to the fact of their living so far from " market, they were, never- 
theless, men of sterling integrity aDd worth, and to whose keeping one might 



,. ^.^durinaacertantermof tho Uircuit ucuri,- wiieu i.ic -iuu.^u«6= 

BOmewhat of a hurry to kaye-Uiis case having been the la^t one on the ca^ 
ender~he proceeded to pass the sentence of the law upon tho pnsoner-tho 
'"■^rBT— enee' a.'?.;. Mge, " 1. Oeeontes « ntos. p.tnfn, d.« 
to PUIS the sentence ot the l.w upon you-, duty which I la.n wotild escap. 
SrtZdS, yet I ottenUnd mysel!ob»ire<l In th. co™ ot my judtcd d.tj.s, 
toVbuTsn he s.ennoB ot Ming leading to mj heart, and fc'gel 'oi a whil. 
S.t I P^iiss ttainalbllitle. <5 . nuT Mr, B., In lils »» I find .y du j 
doubiyVeloM, 'or I bave Ino.n yon for nmny yeais, "^ wb.» yon occjpied 
a high ind hoictabie position In society, and we.e pcspecled by y™' »' "" 
Cyour nprlgbtoes. .S Integrity. But what do ■ "t, I'S" "l"'fcnnS 
„»; made in the imsje ol his Malor, with bU hesd siiy«ejwith W, lonnd 

a :.'iy-;u:,™^'.;.St.tc.';?rL;-.a?ss prunS 

• This ws. ion, beftr. the Court Hou«i wu built, .nd »"l ™ '•''' " » 
IlUle School HoQse, sltuatesJ aesr wte« tho County Jsll now stsnos. 
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npOHmo; hni, Judge, ho/c ai that d djury! To think that such a mis- 

erffiWe hoMng set of desperadoes should find me girilty, ia more tban I can 
stand— but go ahead, Judge, don't lot me interrupt you" 

The reader may imagine tho eiplosioa that followed this speech, in the 
midst of which, it is said, the Hon, Judge lost a. lit^e of his "Epeoiiic gravity." 

MAKING A "LEVEL." 
Among the first oocatabnlary force of Saginaw, was one H,, on old covey 
who imagined that what ho didn't know, there was but little use of being in- 
formed of, Let any one venture to tell him ho did not understand his business 
and see what would happen. He was given to lisping, whether for the beauty 
of the thing, through misfortune, or what not, we aro unable to inform the 
reader; but one thing is certain, he did lisp. Coming one day iuto the shop 
of Seth W,, shortly after his election, he was accosted by Seth, with: 
"Well, H., how do you get along— Have plenty of hueiness uow-a-daysi" 
"Yeth thir-ee," rgoined H., "lothsof it— made one "level" to-day, thir" 
"Ah! what did yon levy on to-day?" said S. 
" Levebjd on a yoke of atheers." 

" Where were the steers V asked S., " who owned them 1" 
" They belonged to old Brown, up the Tittabawathee— were on his plathe." 
"You've not been there to-day, have you]— I've not missed you out of 
town," observed S. 

"That isn't nethethary— I don't have to go there to " level"— cau do it just 
ath well at home. The cattle are all thafe enough, (uid I know they aro there 
— aint that enw:igh'i Do yoa thnppotho I don't know what I'm about! You 
don't fool old H, with any of your noclhenth, no thir-eoJ" And the indig- 
nantofBeiaJ left'tbe shop, cursing the stupidity of '-thome folks," This ia 
what Our friend " Mose " would call making a " dead level." 

- INDIAN PAYMENT DAY IN OLD TIMES. 

There IS avast ightol diflferencem the Indian payment day of the present 
and that of the olden time —1 ng before Saginaw had attained to ifa pres- 
ent Importance and standing The wnter of this had occasion to visit Sagi- 
naw City many years ago at which time he had an opportunity of atlendffie 
anindian payment Abouttwelve hundred Indians of all " sorts and sizes " 
from the f ddhng papoose to tlie swarthy nicke^naK-ba, wore assembled to- 
gether in the mornmg upon the beautiflil lawn which gently sloped toward 
thenverinfiont of the ^ouncil house It would be ^ahnost impossible to Mto 
the reader aa idea of the habbub and eonfasion of tongues " that prevMled 
upon tlie occasion. Aside from the twelve hundred Indians, w^re a variety 
of other chacafitecs hiclndmg the chattering Frenchman, the blarneying Irish- 
man apd the blnbbermg Dutchman aD mingling' their discordant jargon with 
that of the vociferous Yankee Groups of Indian .boys, some exercising with 
^e bow and arro« otheis jnniping running, wrestling, and making the wel- 
km ring with then noisy merriment w^e collected in the vicinity of their 
respective tents 

The river too was cohered with caiioes, and here the "dusky maid" In a 
more qdiet and becoming manner was enjoying the occasion! and it was 
really topriamg to see ttie dexterity and fearlessness with which she managed 
the light canoe A list of all the names of the heads of- Indian femihes 
Chiefs Ac Was taken by the Indian Superintendents— each Indian being en- 
titled to a certain amount The money to be paid, was pla«ed upon a table in 
the comicil room in piles of ten and twentj' doHars each, in American half- 
dollar pieces Around the table sat the Indian Superintwiaent, Interpreter 
Clerks &o Commencing at the fop f the list, a crier ctdled off the names' 
the owners of which pre entmg themselves, were, paid otf, and immediately 
made loom for others It k is ■smusing tu observe the great number of friends 
10 
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aat would gather arouna the Indian after ho receiTed Iiis monpv frnm tT,= 

mi^r ^jj^ffMs, most fieductiTdy offering him a driifc of liver waSS 
iMlciured with poor whiskey wbile onp or tw« of»«wl-™i j^ slightly 



a different 



.^ , . . ''™"' ""'""ig aoove tne "Jiorrid din," ^ 






TEADITIOHABY. 



We of eonrse refer to their social being, for, siooe the creation man nor 
beaet hn, been ,itl,ool en«ni« «,d rlrtJt Tta °t IJiiS S.SS T, 

WHO adventure was part and parcel of the r nature ; and often did the wiiT 
darl wood, aronod them reeoid will th«r (imSriS™! ,'o diS 
oonOrct and ,trlf,. Tw. tribe, of Indian. orisIn.li„o.52d iSporttaot 

sSawS? T° * "2" "l"" *»»"' ■"'"■. '">» Oreen Point to 

nil?, ZfS W'J" *°" "" '»'"" ™"' Sa^t^-tti^, .ignlfvim 

SSinbSof h.l'"" ?"'■ I""'"'"' '«"«• "> -'-fci tS" al 

5m were bo— S °T'=' -S""'?,"" f""* ™"S» «' r»rt.u,„„th. 

iorfluhSl to Cli " """"■ """S" ■'""'2 "» '■'•'. •" »' wWell 
were suoject to HOE-lMw-mnjj goreiijment. 

oraD name of wbioh, was OiiMkmay SOewing. These two tribe, aooeared 
t^ Se'aF ™r'°t' ° '•™.'i'l^^ "thor, often IntJroiIng "j SrdlSTj 
oloTSiS of ??"?":.■= " "• •n-lier'. festlville, ahd bSntt. TblX- 
SiSFi , »fottow.7. was debebtiUIj .il„|,d near where BrUgl 
port (.enter now stands. Par to the north of 8a«inaw vaUey lived a trili; of 
Mm. supposed t« have been a portion of th. faSou™bfpi™'"g„^ 
bS hM ?f T a^"""/T' "1 -~ '"1 of con,ue.t .n"S Ih? 

then, relumed with glowing reports in regard to tbTSaaty oTSlS™ 2 
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country, the abundance of fish and game found there, and the unprotected 
and unguarded state of the occupants of the land. 

The first account we have of the predatory incursions of the Chippeway, 
is of course traditionary, givea lis by the Chippewaya themselTes, as not a 
vaeiige of the Sac or Onottoway tribes rom^n in the valley of the Saginaw at 
the present day. It would seem tliat a grand festival had been given by the 
Saca, in h9nor of the young chief " Raven Eye," who liad that day been pro- 
moted for some daring feat of the chase. A large delegation from the various 
towns belonging to the tribes were present, and also e. few young Onottotyay 
brakes who were fcindly invited to participate in the festivities of the occasion. 
The day was a most delightful one in early autumn. The old chief threw 
.aside his gravity— the young bravo his flei'oeness, and aJl mingled together in 
gaiety, song and the dance. The darfc-CTed Miitii viaa there, the Chieftain's 
daughter, to whom it was said Eaven Eye was betrOtiied, yet be that as it 
may, many a young brave woaldjiave suffered torture, to have won from her 
even the tribute of a smile. 

Evening came on, soft, stiJl and ijeaBtiful, The full, laughing moon arose 
in splendor, aad. cast her mellow light o'er lie happy scene, and the dim, wJ!d 
wood around, resomided with notes of merriment. It was ^te ere the festival 
hrote up, and all wearied m^h pleasure, staik. intfl peaceful, quiet slumber. — 
No precaution tiad been taken to guard against danger, for none had been 
anticipated. The night wind sighed through the dark pine. tops in mournful 
cadence, and the gontio spirit bird hovered o'er the sleeper, with its low, guahr 
ing death Chant ; but its warning notes were unheard, and still tile sleeper 
slept on. Suddenly a wild, unearthly yell broke fearfully upon the ear of 
tJght, and awakened a thousand' echoes. Aroused by it, the Sacs sprang to 
their feet, but were met by the fierce Chippeway, who commenced an indis- 
criminate slaughter. Some were toraahawkod — aome leaped into the Saginaw 
and were drowned, while a few escaped to impart the death news to their 
brethren. The enemy followed up their conquest, but the Onottoways tujd re- 
maining Saoa, banding themselves together, prepared to repol the lawless in- 
vaders. The whole v^Iey of the Saginaw waa in a state of wild commotion 
and fear, for the Chippewaya had commenced a bloody war of extermination, 
and neither age, aes nor rank was spared. .A fearful battle was fought near 
the vill^e of the Onottoways, in which, it is said the bloody Chippeways 

After this defeat, the Onottoways and Sacs, those who survived the maesa- 
ere, fled to a small Island* situated near the mouth-of a small stream which 
empties into the Saginaw a short distance above the Tilhige of 8ao-haw-ning, 
which they fbrtified and pht.ced in a state of defence, aa tbr as their limited 
strength would aUow. Here, witii tbrar wives, children and old people, 
the sad, remnant of the two tribes determined to make a final stand, — 
They had now but little to live for, for their fitoiilies had been brokeli up — ' 
their villages burned, and their flelds laid waste by the ruthlesa invader. No 
more could they in safety paddle their birchen barks o'er the bright bosom of 
their own beautiful Saginaw, or pursue the timid deer through their own 
pleasant hunting grounds— those whiph they had inherited Horn their fathers. 
At every pass waa stationed an enemy, and in eveiy thicket lurked a stealthy 
foe, ready to hurl the death abaft to the heart of to doomed Sao or Onotto- 
way. When, therefore, they sought this Mand, it was as their laat resort, and 
here they were detennined to await the final issue. Nor had they to wait 
long; One dark and stormy night when the poor ftigitiTea upon their own 
loil were nearly worn oat wilii watching, and exhausted with hunger and 
irivatiou, the bloodthirsty Chippeway can» ^pon them " like a wolf on the 

iM," brewing through the feeble barriers that formed their only defence, 

nd oommonoing a merciless slaughter upon them. 
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and tliat Saginaw occupies an intermediate position opposite these .places, 
across the peninsnla, aUd tbcrefore an equal distance from them, tlius render- 
ing it the natural converging point of transit ftom these places, for the raat 
trade accnmulaling at said cities seeking a more direct outlet to the Eastern 
market, as it must be. remembered that a line of Steamers plying betireen 
Saginaw and Qoderich, to connect with the Railroad at the ktter place, will 
preserve a direct and uninterrupted communication between the East and 
. West, aud will he the great Western summer thoroughfare, traveled alike for 
business aud pleasure, as the trip across Lake Huron to Goderich, will be an 
eshilorating and refreshing one. 

Another important .source of wealth to Saginaw, urgiug the necessity of a 
nieedy completion of said roads, shonld not be OTerlooked. While Detroit, 
Cleveland and Chicago are londly descanting upon their respective claims to 
the advantages of the ^eat mineral trade of Lake Superior, and are inviting 
their capitalists to avaU themselves of the advantages which their favorable 
geographical positions affbi'd for aecuring that vast trade, bf the c^blish- 
ment of manntactories for the working of the raw material, it is perhaps lit- 
tle dreamed thf,t Saginaw possesses advantages 1^ superior to any of these 
places^ for the securing of that trade, not only in the abundance of its facDi- 
ties for smelting purposes and the successM prosecution of all the details of 
the work, bnt in respect to Its pacnliarlyfitvorahle position, ajid is only await- 
ing the completion of these two roads to render it the most convenient poiDt 
■for that business in the Stale, being so easy of access fo all the marketa,- 
Bast, West, North or South, 

In alludiog to Saginaw, it wili be oTjaervcd that we make no invidious dis- 
tinction of localities in the valley, but speak of Saginaw as a unit, embrac- 
ing all the business points on the river, as possessing an identity of interest, 
stimulated only by a landable emulation, and together comprising one great 
commercial community, .characterized alike by thrift, enterprise and broth- 
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